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yens, and he was often solicited to become their 
representative, but the growing demands of a large 
family and his fondness for rural life induced him 
to decline. It was not until seven or eight years 
aco that he consented to become a candidate for 
the State Senate, to which place he was elected by 
a triumphant majority. After two years’ service 
in that body, he was elected to the ‘Twenty-ninth 
Congress, and continued uninterruptedly to repre- 


« sent his district up to the period of his death. 


As an evidence of the estimation in which he 
was held as a man by those who knew him well, 
I need only state that his district, being also the 
residence of the late Chief Magistrate, while it 
eave to General Taylor a majority of several hun- 
dred, reélected Mr. Hanmansow by seven hundred 
majority. His pretensions had already been favor- 
ably canvassed throughout the State, as the next 
Democratic candidate for Governor. 

Joun Harmanson possessed some remarkable 
traits of character, and among the most striking ' 
was a profound veneration for truth. He took 
nothing upon trust; popular errors and prejudices 
were discarded, and vanished before him like mist 
before the sun. In politics he was always a great 
way in advance of his party on every question of 
reform. While others hesitated, he was among the 
earliest champions of universal suffrage, free trade, 
and the ele clive judiciary. 

When it was proposed to amend the constitu- 
tion of our State, many were deterred from advo- 
eating a convention, because they feared that the 
independence of the Judiciary would be endan- 
gered by limiting their term of office. This was 
all the reform effected in that department by the 
convention, but we in Louisiana all recollect how 
Mr. HarmManson was denounced as a radical, an 
ultra, because he contended that the judges, like all 
other public officers, should be responsible to, and 
elected by the people. 

To show the correctness of his views, although 
but five years have elapsed since the adoption of 
the new constitution, a bill expressive of the sense 
of the Senate in favor of an elective judiciary has 
passed that body unanimously. 

Such was Mr. Harmanson’s love of the right, 
that I am satisfied that he abandoned the law, be- 
cause he feared it might at some time impose upon 
him the necessity of advocating what in his con- 
science he might not deem to be the cause of truth 
and justice. 

He made up for the deficiencies of an early edu- 
cation by diligent reading, and | may now say of 
him dead what living his modesty would have for- 
bidden, that no man with whom I[ have been asso- 
ciated in the last four Congresses better understood 
the subjects of the revenue and the finances of his 
country. 

Such, sir, is a brief and very imperfect sketch 
of the character of our deceased colleague. We 
have lost a firm and devoted friend; our State has 
lost an honest and patriotic public servant. His 
family—but who can estimate that loss? I forbear 
intruding into that sanctuary of grief, whose light 
and ornament has been forever extinguished. If 
anything but time and religion can moderate the 
anguish of those he leaves behind, it may in some 
measure solace their grief to know that his mem- 
ory will long be cherished by all who knew him. 

Representatives, this is the third impressive 
lesson which has been read to us. May we not 
regard these potent warnings as rebukes to that 
unchecked self-confidence in which we are over-apt 
to indulge? May we so use our time and talents 
as to be always ready! 

_Henceforward let it be seen that statesmen have 
hjgher and nobler aims than the indulgence of the 
petty jealousies and wranglings which are too often 
manifested here. Let us keep in view the noble 


sentiment of that bard who wrote “not fora day, 
but for all time:”’ . 


**O gentlemen, the time of life is short; 
To spend that shortness basely, were too long.”? 


Sir, I move the following resolutions: 


Resolved That this House has received with deep sensi- 
bility the intelligence of the death of the Hon. Joun H. Har- | 
MANSON, a member of this House from the State of Loui- | 
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siana, which took place at the city of New Orleans on the 
25th of October last. 

Resolved, That, as atestimony of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of mourning tar thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 
the deceased. 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk be directed to communicate a 
copy of these resolutions to the Senate ; and that, as a fur 
ther testimony of respect to the memory of the Hon. Jonny 
H. Harmanson, this House do now adjourn, 


The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lutions— 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 
warm rezard I entertained for the lamented dead 
must be my apology for detaining you a moment, 
while I add a word to what already has been so 
well said by his colleague. His family went from 
my district, whege now reside manv ‘of his rela- 
tives and friends. This cireumstance brought mé 
into intimate acquaintance with him soon after he 
took his seat on this floor. His ancestors were 
among the early settlers of Virginia, and from the 
time of their arrival in the colony they have al 
ways been characterized by creat respectability and 
worth. No blot rests upon their escutcheon. 

Mr. Harmanson was not born to wealth; but 
he carved out for himself, by humble toil in h 
early life, a fortune anda name. He was taken 
by his father to Louisiana in his youth, where hi 
sterling qualities soon won for him the confidence 
of the community, and finally wealth and distine 
tion. He nNossessc d in a hich devree those attri- 
butes which ennoble our nature. Intelligence, 
frankness, intecrity, and courare were his. His 
loss to his country is great; to his family it is irrep- 
arable. Intheir bereavement they have the heart- 
felt sympathy of many of the most respectable of 
my constituents—and, God knows, of their Re pre- 
sentative—as they have, I doubt not, of all of us. 


The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolutions, and they were unanimously agreed 
to, and the House adjourned. 


PETITION, &e. 

The following petition and memorial were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of Samuel B. Todd, 
Samuel C. Major, William MeNair, and A. W. Morrison, 
late and present registers and reecivers of the land office 
at Fayette, Missouri, praying additional compensation tor 
the location of land warrants. 

By Mr. THURSTON: The memorial of A. A. Skinner 
and 248 others, praying that Pacific city, on the north side 
of the Columbia river, near Cape Disappointment, be made 
a port of entry and delivery. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 17, 1850. 
Mr. CLEMENS prese ited a memorial 


from 
the late and present registers and receivers of the 
United States land office at Huntsville, in the 
State of Alabama, asking to be allowed additional 
compensation for their increased duties in locating 
military bounty land warrants; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of Jac- 
queline Taylor, of Richmond, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, of Thomas Ellis and Charles Ellis, admin- 
istrators of Charles Ellis, sen., deceased, and of 


| Andrew Low, sen., sole devisee of the effects of 


the late firm of Low, Taylor, & Co., of Savan- 


| nah, Georgia, asking the return of duties paid on 


certain cloths, accompanied by a bill for the relief 


of Jacqueline Taylor and others: which, with the 


memorial, was referred to the Committée on Fi- 
nance. 
Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 


| merchants and other citizens of Philadelphia, in 
| the State of Pennsylvania, setting forth the danger 


and inconvenience to which the trade and com- 


| merce of that port has been subjected for the want 
of safe and convenient harbors to protect the ship- 


ping against floating ice and other casualties in 


| certain seasons of the year, and pointing out 


Reedy Island as the most suitable place for the 
location or construction of such a harbor, which 
they think might be made at a very moderate ex- 


pense. 


In presenting this memorial Mr. S. said: I think 
it is some twelve years that the citizens of Phila 
delphia, in each and every vear, have been asking 
Congress for some appropriations for the objects 
specified in this memori But a small appropria- 
tion 1s asked tor, ind 1 will be of un ense adval 
tage to the safety both of life 
river Delaware Is peculiarly 
not a single decent harbor from 
breakwater at the mou * ti 
particular period of the en the ice is break 
ne up, vessels ire often cauekt in he ice, a vd 
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MISSISSIPPL RESOLUTIONS, 


FOOTE. Mr. P 
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Whereas, in a special message 
State, bearing date the Lith of F« 72 
ing communication from the S ato and Representatives 
of Mississippi in tl OF f f the United Stat 


presented to the Legislature then in session, to wit: 
Wasnineton, January 21, 
His Exeellency Joun A. Quirman, Governor, & 


= We, the Senators and Repre ntatives in Congre 


from Mississippi, feel it incumb * ipon us to advi 


and through vou our common constituents, that we have 


es was 


well defined opinion that Cahforma will be admitted as i 
State of this Union during the present se m of Congres 
he President earnestly recommended it, i w i 
be mistaken in supposing that a majority oth Houses of 
Congress will be tound to votefor it Our indiv 
sitions have undergone no chang We regard the 
sition to admit California as a State, under allt 


sual po 


stances of her application, as an attempt to ad 
*“ Wilmot proviso”? in another form But separated a 

are from our constituents, and having no convenient means 
of consulting them asto their v weon the new plas 
this pe rple Xing question, We desi through you to submeét 
the single fact to the people and the Legisiatare, that Cali 


fornia will most likely obtain admisson into the Unionwith 
her constitional prohibition of slavery ; and we beg leave to 


add that we shall be greatly pleased to have such expr 


sion of opinion by the Legislatu by the Governor, and if 
practicabl by the people, ass pall clearly indicate the course 
which Mississippi will deem it ber duty to pursue in this 
new emergency. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

JEFF. DAVIS 

H. 8. POOTE, 

J. THOMPSON, 

W.S. FEATERSTON, 

WM. MceWILLIE, 

A. G. BROWN. 

And whereas the Legislature, aftere mature considera- 
tion of the subject matter of said communication, adopted, 
in accordance with the suggestions therein contained, 
imong others, the following resolutions, as instructions to 
the Senators, and as expressive of their opinions to the 
Representatives in Congress from this State, to wit: 

il Resolved, That the policy heretofore pursued by the 
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Government of the unfa States in regardto said Terri- 
tory, (of California.) in refusing to provide territorial gov- 
ernment therefor, has been and is eminently calculated to 
promote, and is about to effect indirectly, the cherished ob- 
ject of the Abolitionists, which cannot be accomplished by 
direct legislation, without a plain and palpable violation of 
the Constitution of the United States. 


‘* Resolved, That the admission of California into the | 


Union as a sovereign State with its present constitution, 
the result of the aforesaid false and unjust policy on the 


partot the Government of the United States, would be an | 


act of frand and Oppression on the rights of the people of 
the 
ture that our Senators and Representatives should, to the ex 


slaveholding States, and it is the sense of this Legisla- 


tent of their ability, resist it by all honorable and constitu- | 


” 
lionel means, 


And whereas the Hon. Jerrerson Davis, one of the | 


Senators, and the Hons. A. G. Brown, Wittiam MeW1z- 
tis, W. 8. Pearuersvron, and Jacosu Thompson, mem- 
bers in Congress from this State, in accordance with said 
resolutions, and with the interest and will of the people of 
Mississippi, did, by their action in Congress, resist by all 
honorable and constitutional means the admission of Cali- 
fornia, with her exi@ing constitution, into the Union as a 
sovereign State; and whereas the Hon. Henry 8. Foore, 
one of the Senators in Congress ffom this State, in violation 


of the spirit and intent of said resolutions, and in opposi- | 
tion to the interest and will of the people of Mississippi, | 


did not resist, by all honorabie and constitutional means, 
the admission of California into the Union as a sovereign 
State with her existing constitution, but by giving his sup 

port to the miscalied compromise, reported by the Commit- 
tee of Thirteen inthe United States Senate,violated the 
instructions of the Legislature as contained in 
tions, based upon his own request, and disregarded the in 

terest and will of the people of Mississippi: therefore, 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That the course of the Hon. Jerrerson Davis, as Sena- 
tor, the Hons. A. G. Brown, Wau. McWiurire, W. 8. 
FPearuerston, and Jacos Thompson, as Representatives 
in Congress from this State, on the question of the admis- 
sion of California, is approved, as representing the interest 
‘and will of the people of Mississippi; that the course of the 
lion. Henry S. Foore, on this question is not approved, 
being, in the judgment of the Legislature, opposed to the 
interest and will of the people of Mississippi. 

Beit further resolved, That the course of the Hon. Jer 
FERSON Davis, as Senator, and Hons. A. G. Brown, Wo. 
McWinue, W. 8. Fearuerston, and Jacon Thompson, 
as Representatives in Congress from this State, in 
firm and consistent support, and able advocacy of the rights 
and honor of Mississippi and the South, in all the questions 
before Congress at its late session involved in the slave con 
troversy, is approved; that the course of the Hon. Henry 
Ss. 
Legislature does not consider the interests of the State of 
Mississippi committed to his charge safe in his keeping. 

JOHN J. MeREA, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN J. GUION, 
President of the Senate. 

Approved, November 30, 1850, 

J. A. QUITMAN. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the following as an amendment to 
the rules of the Senate: 

‘No amendment shall be received to any general appro- 
priation bill unless it be made to carry out the provisions of 
some existing law, or some act or resolution previously 
passed by the Senate during that session, or in pursuance 
of an estimate from the head of some of the Departments ; 
and no amendment shall be received whose object is to 
provide for a private claim, although the same may have 
been previously sanctioned by the Senate.”’ 

The proposed amendment lies over for consider- 
ation. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BALDWIN from the Committee of Claims, 


to which was referred the bill from the House of 


Representatives No. 59, being the bill for the relief | 
Nicoll and James Clinch, of the | 


Zz. 
city of New York, reported back the same with- 
outamendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the Finances, reported in favor of printing the 
same; Which was concurred in. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That ten thousand additional copies be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
meree, to which was referred the memorial of Au- 
gustus Steele, asking payment of his salary and 
expenses incurred for the hire of boat hands while 
inspector of the customs at St. Marks, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
, and that it be referred to the Committee of 
Ciaims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred Sen- 
ate bill No. 366, to indemnify the State of South 
Carolina for money expended for the United States 
in the war in Florida with the Seminole Indians, 
reported it back without amendment. 

He stated that this was a case in which the 


of Solomon 


Baume 


said resolu- | 


their | 


Foore on all these questions is not approved; and this | 
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om . : | 
amount lost by the volunteers of South Carolina 


had been paid by the State, their accounts having || 
been audited by the State authorities. A bill has 
been passed to indemnify the various States for 
the expenditures incurred by them during the 
Mexican war; but, as that‘applies only to expend- 
itures made during the Mexican war, it becomes || 
necessary to provide for this case bya special act. || 

Mr. DAVIS also, from the same committee, | 
to which was referred Senate bill No. 368, to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to se- 
lect and procure a site for the Western armory, 
and to commence the building thereof, reported 
back the same with amendments. 

The amendments were merely verbal in their 
character, consisting of inserting the word ‘* of,’’ 
and substituting the words ‘as soon as practica- 
ble,’’ for that of immediately. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Fitumore, his Private 
Secretary, transmitting a report of the Secretary | 
of State, with accompanying documents, relating 
to the African slave trade, madejn compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of th®28th August last, | 
calling for a copy of a dispatch to the Secretary 
of State, dated January 8th, 1850, from Mr. Tod, | 
at the Court of Brazil, and of the letter of Mr. | 
Parks, late Consul at Rio Janeiro, with such other 
dispatches from said Envoy as relate to the sub- 
ject of the slave trade; which was read, and the 
motion to print referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by M. P. Fititmore, Esq., his 
Private Secretary, transmitting a letter from the 
Secretary of War, communicating a report of a 
board of officers relative to the expediency and 
necessity of creating additional grades of commis- 
sioned officers in the army, and of enacting pro- 
visions authorizing officers of the army to exercise 
civil functions in emergencies to be enumerated, 
and restraining them from usurping the powers of 
civil functionaries, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate passed the 30th of September last. || 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. ATCHISON gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the 
State of Missouri a right of way and a portion of 
the public land, for the purpose of aiding in ma- 
king a railroad from St. Louis to the western limits | 
of said State. 

Mr. PRATT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to increase the salary of 
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be adopted. 


lic. I hope, therefore; we shall not begin this 
practice. I say this, although I should be ex. 


_ ceedingly pleased to gratify the Senator from Cal. 


| the Senator from Maine. It is not the commene¢- 


| pose. 
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to which they have come. In this case it is both 
roper and desirable that this resolution "sho, 


10uld 


Mr. BRADBURY. I dislike to oppose the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Cali. 
fornia, but I believe this would be introducins . 
new practice and adangerous one. If we besin 
by translating into one language we shall be called 
upon to translate into every language which jg 
spoken by the different inhabitants of our Repub- 


fornia. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the resolution offered 
by the Senator from California will be adopted, | 
do not see that it is liable to the objection made by 


ment of a system of translating the President's 
message into every language spoken by the various 
citizens of the United States. This is a case of 
peculiar character and description. It is not pro- 
posed to translate the message into Spanish for the 
accommodation of individual Spaniards or Mey. 
cans who may have migrated to and settled in the 
United States. That is not the object. That is jot 
the principle upon which this translation is asked, 
The case is one of a totally different description, 
Itis nota precedent that can be used fora bad pur- 
It is nota precedent that in all future cases 
can be called up and repeated. I hope I may say 
the caseis one that will never occur in our annals 
again. The case is this: We have acquired by 
conquest and by quasi treaty stipulations, partly 
by the sword and partly by contract, a large do- 
main of country, inhabited by persons speaking 
the Spanish language. We have brought them 
into the Union, and I think that, under such cir- 
cumstances, it is wise and just and reasonable to 
resent them this document in their own language. 

Vhere is the injury? There can be no case like 
this that can call for the printing of the President’s 
message in any other language. There is no class 
of population not speaking the English language 
that stands in the same relation to us, or who 
were brought into the Union under similar circum- 
stances. I think it is but reasonable and fair that 


| this small boon should be conceded to them, that 


they should shave an opportunity of perusing the 


| President’s annual message in their own tongue. 


Besides, the printing of these two thousand copies 
will not be attended with very great expense. 
The precedent is not a dangerous one. A lik: 
ease cannot occur without a new acquisition of 
territory, and it is to be hoped that no such ac- 





the judge of the circuit court of the District of | 
Columbia. 

TENNESSEE AND GEORGIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. TURNEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad 
Company; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN TENNESSEE. 


quisition will ever take place. But if it should, it 
is very obvious that we cannot be called upon to 
repeat similar proceedings very often. I hope, 
therefore, that my friend from Maine will with- 
draw his objection, and will permit the resolution 
to pass. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I think it 
safer to abide by the settled practice of the Gov- 
ernment. Upon the acquisition of Louisiana the 
same reason existed forthe translation of the Presi- 
dent’s message into the French language that now 





The bill from the House of Representatives to | 
change the time of holding the district court of the 
United States for the eastern district of Tennessee, | 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 

On motion by Mr. TURNEY, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE IN SPANISH. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Gwiy, in the 
words following, was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State cause the Presi- 
dent’s message at the opening of the present session to be 
translated into the Spanish language, and that two thousand 
copies of the said translation, with the original, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that resolution will be 
adopted. A large portion of my constituents do 
not speak the English language, and I know that 
it will have a favorable effect upon them to give 
them this document in their own language. There 
is also a large population in New Mexico who 
likewise speak but the Spanish language, and to 
whom it is desirable to Send the President’s mes- 
sage in their own tongue. There is a great dif- 
ference between printing such a document for the 
inhabitants of California and New Mexico, and 
the prisfiting it for those emigrants who have come 
to our shores, who ought to be prepared to read | 


these documents in the language of the country | 


exists for its translation into Spanish. And stil, 
if I am correct in my recollection, nothing of the 
kind was then done. Upon the acquisition of 
Florida a similar application might have been 
| made, but was not. I apprehend there would be 
no manner of difficulty arising if we abide by the 
settled usage of the Government. It will be easy 
for the presses using that language to make the in- 
habitants who have not acquired the English ac- 
quainted with the message. But I think it is de- 
sirable that we should furnish every inducement 
possible to the citizens of the United States to 
| speak one commen language. I therefore do not 
feel at liberty to withdraw my objection to the 
passage of this resolution. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, Iam really much 
| mortified that any opposition has been presented 
| to this resolution. I thought we had determined 
to do all we could speedily to Americanize those 
persons, lately citizens of Mexico, who have now 
resolved to become citizens of the United States. 
I thought we were all disposed to supply, in the 
most liberal manner, facilities to those people to 
acquire a knowledge of our institutions and the 
modus operandi of our Government, and to acquit 
themselves honorably in all respects, as doubtless 
they are ambitious of doing, in the discharge ol 
their duties as American citizens. I shall vote for 
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this resolution, and vote for it with the utmost 
heartuness and zeal. ‘To refuse to sustain such a 
yroposition would be almost equivalent, in my 
judgment, to saying to those citizens who are to be 
henefited by it, in the reception of valuable polit- 
ical information, that we are not willing that they 
should understand the actul operatiqn of the Gov- 
ernment to which they have voluntarily subjected 


CA ——— on 


themselves. 

Why, sir, in my judgment, it would almost be 
equivalent to that action of the Roman tyrant who 
hung up his edicts so high that the citizens might not 
beable to read them. This is a case which may not | 
happenagain, attended precisely by all the circum- 
stances now presented to us; it is a case that, per- 
haps, never did happen before; but, even if it were 
to grow into a precedent, I should not conceive it 
mischievous to the least possible extent. I cannot 
yerceive any injury that can accrue to any human 
ing on this habitable globe by simply supplying 
our tellow-citizens in California with the means of 
understanding what the President has said in his 
annual message to the two’ Houses of Congress. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I submit the 
following amendment, as an addition to the reso- 
lution of the Senator from California: 

«* And that a like number be printed in the German and 
alike number in the Norwegian language.”’ 

l offer the amendment not so much in serious- 
ness as I do for the purpose of illustrating the 
principle involved in the original resolution. And 
1 would remark, thatif the position of the Senator 
from Mississippi be correct, we should reprinf all 
our laws and all our public documentsand archives 
in other languages, that the odious edict of Draco 
may not be carried out in this Government. We 
shall see who is right and who is wrong in this 
matter if the resolution be adopted. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator state 
any local reasons for adopting such an amend- 
ment? Lunderstand him very frankly to state, or 
rather to intimate, that the amendment is brought 
forward with the view of killing the resolution, or 
for the purpose of testing the panera reso- 
lution. I must say that I suspect his object is to 
defeat the resolution. If it be so, I hope its friends 
will join me in voting down the amendment, unless 
some substantial reasons be stated for its adoption. 
If he will state any practical reasons of a satisfac- 
tory character for voting for that amendment, I, 
for one, shall support it. 

Mr. WALKER. The very reasons which the 
Senator himself gave for the purpose of showing 
the propriety of the original resolution will apply 
with great foree and peculiarity to the State of 
Wisconsin. There we have about ninety thou- 
sand Germans and Norwegians, who do not speak 
or read the English language; but they do not 
expect anything of this kind. In regard to mat- 
ters of State policy and politics, and for diffusing 
somewhat the purposes ofgghe General Govern- 
ment, they have had the entérprise and the energy, 
and [ hope they always will have it, to establish 
presses of their own, through which they can pub- 
lish such information. 'These will be the reasons 
for the amendment, if the original resolution is to 
be adopted; but I hope, in all sincerity, that it will 
not be adopted. Not that I have any enmity or 
ill will to those speaking the Spanish language in 
California; far from it; but it 1s from a motive of 
kindness to them that I oppose a resolution of 
this kind. These people are certainly as much 
interested in speaking our language as we are in 
giving them information in their own. They are 
now a portion of our fellow-citizens; their des- 
tiny is ours; and it is their vital interest to speak 
the common language of the country. The rea- 
sons for the amendment are the same as those 
which have been given by the Senator for the 
adoption of the original resolution. Such, I as- 
sure the Senator, is the nature and character of 
the population of Wisconsin. 

Mr. FOOTE. I really had thought that my 
friend from Wisconsin represented a portion of 

the American people who,are familiar with ow 
institutions, and already acquainted, to a moder- 
ate extent, with the language we speak. I did not 
know before that Wisconsin was so decidedly for- 
eign as seems to be disclosed by the statemeni of 
the honorable Senator. Now, if he will positively 
say that in his opinion any portion of the people 
of Wisconsin, Norwegians or others, actually de- 
sire the benefit of such an amendment as this 


° 


| the two cases in other respects? 
| acquired California by cession from Mexico. That 
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pleasure. But I understand the honorable Sena- 
tor to say that no boon of this sort is expected at 
the hands of Congress, by any portion of the peo- 
ple whom he represents; and [ thought he intend- 
ed to imply that no such favor was even desired 
by any portion of his constituents. If such be 
the state of facts, 1 do not know why we should 
legislate in the manner proposed by him, in be- 
half of a people who are not at all desirous that 
any such legislation as that proposed should be 
adopted for their benefit. 1 think, therefore, that 
the honorable Senator will himself perceive that 
there is a great difference between the two cases. 


| I understand the Senator from California to say 


that it is the desire of a part of his own constitu- 


| ency that the President’s message should be print- 


ed in the Spanish language, that they may have 
an opportunity of reading that document and un- 
derstanding it. Here a very different case is 
presented from that of those citizens of Wiscon- 
sin referred to by the honorable Senator. 

But again:is there nota great difference between 


We have lately 


country is, to some extent, peopled by individuals 
born under Mexican rule, speaking the Spanish 
tonrue, familiar with Mexican mstitutions, and 
uninformed with regard to ourown. We have 


| purchased that country without consulting them. 


We have agreed by treaty to allow them to be cit- 
izens, and they have voluntarily agreed to become 
citizens of the United States, cording to the pro- 
visions of the treaty to which I have referred; and 
the simple proposition now is to supply them at 
the present time, upon their advent into the Union, 


| with convenient means of ascertaining the present 


condition of affairs in this country, leaving them 


| to be content hereafter with the ordinary facilities 


supplied to other citizens. ‘This is not a case anal- 


| ogous with that mentioned by the honorable Sen- 


which he proposes, I, for one, will vote for it with || the difference between the two cases. 


ator from Wisconsin. I do not understand that 
any such cession is proposed. I had not heard 
before that Norway had ceded any portion of her 
territory to us,nor that we have obtained any ter- 
ritory from any foreign Power, the natives of 
which are now to be found in Wisconsin, and to 
whom any benefit should aecrue by the amend- 


ment of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin. I 


think, therefore, [ have shown that the two cases 
are different, and that the reasons I rave why the 
resolution of the Senator from California should be 
adopted, have no application to the amendment of 


the Senator from Wisconsin; and that being the 


| state of things, I hope he will withdraw all oppo- 


sition to the resolution; for I must conceive his 


| amendment to be presented in a spirit of opposi- 


tion to the resolution. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam sorry to say that those of 
my constituents who are to be benefited by this 
resolution have not, like the constituents of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, papers in which their 
language is printed, i 


utterly impossible for that portion of the people 
of California who speak the Spanish language to 
know anything that is contained in the President’s 
message unless by the means proposed by this 
| resolution. We propose to print the message in 
Spanishandin English. Anoceasionfor this course 
may never arise again; but at the present time 
this portion of the people of California have no 
such facilities for obtaining this message as the 
constituents of the Senator from Wisconsin. The 
Mexican portion of the population of California 
is almost entirely separated from the American 
portion of that population. The Mexicans are 
in the southern part of the country, where there 
is no gold and no commerce. They are almost 
as much isolated from the American population 
as they were before they were annexed to the Uni- 
ted States. 

I have offered this resolution, believing it to be 
the duty of the government to furnish that por- 
tion of the population of the United States with 
the President’s message in a language which they 
can read and understand. As the Senator from 
Mississippi has said, these people were brought 
under this Government without their knowledge or 
consent. They are natives of the soil, but the 
foreigners to whom the Senator from Wisconsin 
alludes come here of their own choice, for the pur- 
pose of enjoying our institutions, and hence 
they should be able to understand them. This is 





| as much entitled to it as the people of 
There is not a paper in Cal- | 
ifornia printed in the Spanish language, and it is | 


But it is |! 
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not necessary to occupy any further time on the 
subject. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment to the resolution. 

Mr. WALKER. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

My FOOTE. [rise merely for the purpose— 
inasmuch as that part of my remarks was wholly 
unnoticed by the Senator from Wisconsin—of in- 
quirmg whether any portion of his constituents 
desire that such a provision should be made for 
them? Does he suppose that they desire to have 
the President’s message printed in the language of 
which he has spoken? If he will assure me that 
it is sg, then I will vote for his amendment with 
pleasure. 

Mr. WALKER. It is which I 
have not received the expressed wishes of my con- 
stituents, 

Mr. FOOTE. I will take the opinion of the 
Senator on that point. 

Mr. WALKER. It wasin lancuage of this kind 


thata proposition was once made in tlie other House 


a subje ¢t on 


by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, whose con- 
stituents, I suppose, did desire it, and he was re- 
fused this favor. So far as the desires of mv con- 
concerned, if | may ex; my 
opinion, | do not believe that the adopted citizens 
of Wisconsin desire any such thing: but 


stituents are press 
\ at the 
same time, if this kind @f favor is to be granted 
to the people of California for the first time by 
Coneress, they will feel that they themselves are 
as much entitled to the same favor as 
people of this country. 
I offer this proposition. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator will 
simply say—and he can say it very easily—that in 
his opinion—for I have the u¢most respect for his 
judgment—it is the desire of any portion of the 
citizens of Wisconsin to whom he referred 
that the messave of the President of the United 
States should be printed in the languages he has 
named, the Norwegian and German, I shall vote 
for his proposition with pleasure. But if he will 
confess frankly—for he must have an opinion— 
that no such legislation is desired, it will be worse 
than useless; it will be ridiculous. 

Mr. WALKER. I must very un- 
fortunate in expressing myself, or the Senator 
from Mississippi must be very 


any other 
lt is in their defence that 


has 


have been 


hard of hearing; 
for | most distinetly stated that, so far as my opin- 
ion went, I did not believe that any of my con- 
stituents desired it. ; f 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not understand the Senator. 

Mr. WALKER.. I have said lass, 
this people would feel that they were as much en- 
titled to this favor, if itis to be granted to any, 
as the people of California and New Mexico. “| 
will for them say further, that I believe they are 


that, as a class 


any other 
portion of the country; and [ conclude with the 
remarks with which | coneluded before, that it is 
in their defence that I have offered this proposi- 
ton. 

Mr. FOOTE. It all 


The Senator says that 


resolves itself into this: 
in his judgment, delib- 
erately uttered, there is no desire entertained by 
any portion of his constituents that any such fa- 
vor should be bestowed on them; and yet he sup- 
poses that they will be somewhat affronted if this 
favor is bestowed on others. Now, 
avine more unreasonable conduct than that which 
is charged to his constituents by the Senator from 
Wisconsin. Is it probable that they will become 
displeased if ce¢ rtain persons W ho desire a particu- 


I cannot im- 


lar thine are to be allowed to enjoy the benefit of 
that which they wish, if a favor which they them- 
selves do not desire is not thrust upon the con- 
stituents of the honorable Senator? I must think 
better of the honorable Senator’s constituents, if 
they do not desire it, in my opinion they will be 
simply glad that we are willing to do for others 
that of which they do not stand in need and do 
not desire, or with reference to which they are en- 
tirelv indifferent. I think the Senator has made a 
mistake with regard to his constituents, if they 
are reasonable people, as we are bound to pre- 
sume they are, especially as they are represented 
so well by the talented gentleman from Wisconsin, 

Mr.CHASE. Ihave no doubt that throuchout 


the entire Wést there are many of German ex- 
traction who would be gratified by the printing of 
the message of the President of the United States 
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sonic eRe 
and the accompanying documents in their own 
lan reswand, so far as they are concerned, it 
ant © me quite as much a duty to print docu- 
iy i their language as to print them in the 
lanvauage of those who have become our fellow- 
‘ ,and who are of Spanish extraction. I do | 


ik any particular rule can be applied to this 


( of cases. ‘The best rule is, perhaps, jo de- 
eide each ease upon its particular merits, and if | 
there be in the country a sufficient number of our 
fellow-citizens who would be benefited and grati- 


fied by the publication of the message of the Pres- 


ident and the accompanying documents in their | 


own language, | would confer upon them that ben- | 
I believe | 


efit and offer to them that gratification. 
the number of Norwegians referred’ to, though 
there is a very respectable and flourishing colony 
existing in Wisconsin, is very small; and I think 
{ propriety of printing the President’s message 
and accompanying documents for so small a num- 
ber is rather questionable, I am therefore of the 
opinion that it is better, even if we print these 
documents in the Spanish and German languages, 
net to print them in the Norwegian; and | ask to 
have the question divided and taken on printing in 
the Spanish and German only. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Olio propose to amend the proposition of the 
Senator from Wisconsin by striking out the words 
‘sand a like number in the Norwegian language ?’’ 

Mr. CHASE. That is my motion. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I believe we have this 
claim of the people of California for these docu- 


ments put on the ground that their case is a new 
one; and that there has never been one that was 
analogous to it. I think the condition of the peo- 


ple of Louisiana was clearly analogous to that of 


the people of California; and if the Representatives 
of the people of Lowisiana or Florida will show 


that there is In those States a sufficient number of 


persons who require it, | am willing that the mes- 
should be printed for them. But I believe 
the message has never been printed in any other 
than the Enehsh language. 

Mr. GWIN. When Louisiana was admitted 
into the Union the newspapers printed in Louisiana 
were printed in the French language; but there is 
no paper in California in the Spanish language. 
in Louisiana the President’s message and the ac- 
companying documents were communicated to the 
people through.their papers; and if we had papers 
Spanish language, | should not propose to 
have these documents printed in any other form. 

Mir. DODGE. I have the greatest sympathy 
for the people in Califofnia, which I will manifest 
in iny votes, It was not by their own choice that 
they became part and parcel of our Government; 
but [ tule it that the Legislature of California has 
provided for publishing a sufficient number of the 
statutes which are to govern their people in their 
If we print the President’s mes- 
sure for them, it will be simply as a compliment 
to them, and a compliment that we should be 
willing to pay if we had been in the habit of doing 
so in similar cases; but we have not done so in 
the case of any other people. I understand from 
the Delegate from Oregon, that he has a large 
number of French people among his constituents, 
anil that he would be gratified to have these docu- 
ments printed in French for their benefit. 

Mr. GWIN. I would like to know how many 
votes were given in Oregon at the time the Dele- 
gate I think the population of the 


Sire 


ihn the 


own language. 


} 
was elected. 


|| We cannot circulate these documents if the reso- | 


|| lution be passed. I think it is wise and desirable | 


cate was elected. In California the Spanish pop- | 


ation is yery large. 
Mr. DODGE. 
ber of those who are familiar with the Spanish lan- 


ul 


There is no doubt that the num- | 


guage tn California is much greater than the num- | 
ber of those who are familiar with the French lan- 


guage in Oregon. But I think we should make 
very litte if any distinction between persons who 
inte the country as immigrants, and those 
who are acquired with the territory ceded to us. 


COTTE 


If we are to give a compliment to any portion of | 


ow citizens, I would as soon give it to our Ger- 

man and French population, who have left their 

homes and traveled so far and at so great an ex- 

pense in order to become a part and parcel of our 

peor’. It is not so with the people of California. 
yeqaot!l 


" 


wulng to become a part of our people. I have 
: 


no doubt they are goad, worthy persons; and | 


elieve it 


were my Own constituents; but if the resolution * 


be adopted, I would like to have the privilege of 
sending these documents among the German pop- 
ulation composing my constituents. I cannot, 
however, vote for the precedent. 

Mr. FOOTE. I can see no objection to print- 
ing these documents in the German language, 
though the Germans may have the means of print- 
ing them for themselves. But { do not see that 
the ease applies to the Norwegians. I doubt ex- 
ceedingly whether we could get any person here 
to translate accurately in thatlanguage. It would 
be a task of great difficulty, and that constitutesa 
serious impediment to printing in the manner pro- 
posed in the resolution. ‘The Senator from lowa 
[Mr. Donage] hasalluded to the case of Louisiana. 
| am not prepared to state what is the history of 
that matter. I feel certain of one thing, however, 
that the President’s message was not printed, and 
some local laws of Congress affecting the interests | 
of that country at the time were not made known 
to the people by Congress in their own language. 
A former Congress did not do its dity to that peo- 
ple; but I am not willing to forego our duties now 
because a former Congress neglected to perform 
theirs. I feel anxious ta be understood on another 
point. It is not as a compliment that I wish to do 
that which 1s proposed in this resolution. Asa 
mere compliment it is unmeaning. I believe it is 
important to enable the people of that country to 
understand the condition of things here. I be- 
will give them facilities for speedily be- 
coming good American and on that 
ground, and no other, I shall vote for the resolu- 
tion. . 

Mr. DAYTON. This question has been dis- 
cussed, Lihink, atnearly every session of Congress 
for many years, and | believe that uniformly that 
discussion has resulted in one conclusion, which 
was, to print English documents and Enclish laws 
in the English language. There are reasons, cer- 
tainly, why those who come here from foreign 
countries, ignorant of our laneuage, should have 
these documents in a language with which they 
are familiar. It is desirable that all this popula- 
tion should be fused, run into one homogeneous 


citizens: 


mass with our people as rapidly as we, by legis- | 


lation, can bring it about. We have but one le- 
rislative language. If we print our Executive doc- 
uments in a foreign tongue, why should we not 
print all our laws in a foreign tongue? Every 


reason which would induce us to furnish these | 


documents in the Spanish, French, and German, 
or any other foreign tongue, would certainly in- 


duce us much more strongly to print the laws 


which spring out of these Executive recommend- 
ations in these tongues. And yet we have uni- 
formly acted on one principle—that of printing 


our public laws and documents in our vernacular | 


tongue, and in that one alone. I do not think it 
wise to depart from that principle in thiscase. If 
we do depart from it, at all events we should not 
print these two thousand documents for the use 
of the Senate at large. Of what avail would any 
number of them be to me, or any other persons 
on the Atlantic shore? They should be printed, 


|| if printed at all, for the benefit of those Senators 


| who come from California, or that part of the 


country where the Spanish language is used. 


that we should continue the same course that we 


as we print our laws—in one language, and that 


| our vernacular tongue. 


| 
| 
} 





ot Know that any portion of them were || 


Mr. BADGER. I agree in the general propo- 
sition which the Senator from New Jersey bas laid 


. '| have taken heretofore, and print our documents || 
country was very small indeed when that Dele- | 


down. Undoubtedly it is for the interest of the | 
Government that we should pursue such a course 
in our legislation as to ‘‘fuse,’’ according to the | 


expression of the Senator from New Jersey, the 


foreign population which comes among us with our | 


own people as speedily as we may. But that does 
not affect this question. In what relation do the 
people of California stand to us? We made them 
American citizens almost against their consent. 


We acquired the territory by cession, and the | 


Senate refused to amend the treaty so as to acquire, 


as a preliminary to the accomplishment of the ces- || 


sion, theassentof the governments or States of Mex- | 


ico which were to be ceded to us. We gave the 


|! Mexicans living on the ceded territory one of two 


y a alternatives—either to lose by banishment their || 
should be as willing to compliment them as if they |] homes and their country, or to retain that home | 
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and that country upon the condition of becomins 
American citizens. Now, the Senator from (‘»),. 
fornia informs us that in that State the Spanish 


population is separated from the American, Toy 
do not live together, and they are kept from any 
communication with the American peo le. They 


have not anysnewspapers printed in the Spanish 
language in California. They are shut out from 
all the ordinary benefits which those who can read 
these public documents can attain. Then, I take 
it, this case is peculiar; it is unlike anything tha 
has oceurred in our past history. The case o¢ 
Louisiana has been reterred to. That was, how. 
ever, a totally different case. The honorable Sey. 
ator from Lowa is entirely mistaken if he supposes 
there is any resemblance. Pea the people of 
Louisiana without the means of reading the mes. 
sages of the President in French? Certainly nor. 
There was no need of any translation on the par 
of Congress. The message was immediately trans. 
lated into the French, and printed in the newspa- 
pers of the country. Every facility possessed by 
other citizens they had the means of enjoying, © 

This isa totally different case. I agree with 
the Senator from New Jersey that it is desira}|e 
to have these people learn the language of dur 
common country, if they remain citizens of jy. 
If they choose to continue in an isolated state, and 
to speak the Spanish tongue while they are Amer- 
ican citizens, | would be opposed to any legisla. 
tion which would induce them to remain in that 
condition. But we have recently acquired them, 
They are. now here; they have recently become 
citizens of our Republic, and for the present I am 
disposed to extend to them every inducement to 
acquire a knowledge of our language and institu- 
tions. But if, after the inducement has been ex- 
tended to them to become acquainted with the lau- 
guage, they fail to avail themselves of it, let every 
facility for acquiring it be withdrawn. The ques- 
tion now is, whether these American citizens, eut 
off from every means possessed by every other 
citizen of the country for reading and understand- 
ing the message of the Chief Magistrate of the coun- 
try in their own tongues, shall be furnished with 
this document in a language which they can wn- 
derstand ? 

As to the Norwegian portion of the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Wisconsin, I tak: 
it for granted it was intended as a humbug—io 
treat the whole proceeding of printing as unwor- 
thy of notice, and to cast over it the shadow of 
ridicule. As to printing it in German, I have no 
objection to it, though there is no necessity for its 
being printed in that language. The Gerinan 
population is supplied with an abundance of news- 
papers. The message is printed and circulated 
among them ; and, besides, a large portion of the 
German population who now speak no other |an- 
guage, have been born on the soil, and it is not to 
be expected that wegpould make such a provision 
for them. But thestate of things in New Mexico 
and California is entirely different. It is peculiar, 
and unlike anything that has ever occurred in our 
history, and it seems to me that the request made 
by the Senator from California is one that ought 
to be conceded. 

Now, as to the suggestion made by the Senator 
from New Jersey, that if these messages are to be 
printed at all, they ought to be printed and dis- 
tributed for the benefit of the people of California 
and New Mexico, and that those who represent 
an Atlantic or an American constituency have no 
need of them, his observation is true. But we 
may order the printing in the common form, and 
I take it for granted that every Senator will place 
his share, if they are ordered to be printed, under 
the direction of the Senators from California, or un- 
der the direction of the Delegate from New Mexico, 
and that they will finally take the direction which 
it is the object of the resolution to accomplish. | 
conceive, therefore, there is no reason for the 
amendment; that this resolution ought not to be 
encumbered with it, but that the resolution is @ 
proper one, and should be adopted. 

The question was then taken on the motion (0 
strike out the words “‘ anda like number in the Nor- 
wezian language,” and it was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now recurs 
on the amendment as amended, which is to print 


in the German tongue; and on that question the 
| yeas and nays have been ordered. 


Mr. BRADBURY. In order that we may as- 
certain at once, without further delay, the sense 
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of the Senate upon the whole subject, I move that 
the resolution and amendment be laid upon the 
es ble. and I ask the yeas and nays upon that 
mouon. g 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bradbury, But- 
jer, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dodge of | 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Felch, Greene, Ham- 
lim, Hunter, Jones, King, Miller, Norris, Pratt, Smith, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Walker—27. 
: \ ,Y S—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Berrien, Cass, 
Chase, Clemens, Douglas, Ewing; Foote, Gwin, Phelps, 
Seward, Shields, Wales, and Whitcomb—16. 


So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to, 


DEATH OF THE HON. J. H. HARMANSON. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. PrestpentT: I am directed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to inform the Senate of the death of the Hon. 
Joun H. HarMANsON, late a member of the House from || 
the State of Louisiana, and of the proceedings of the 
House thereon. 

Mr. DOWNS rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. Preswwent: In announcing, as I now do, 

the death of the Hon. Jounw H. Harmanson, late | 
a Representative from the Third Congressional 
District of Louisiana, I perform not merely an 
assigned duty in a formal ceremony, unmoved 
and without sorrow, but I do it under a sense of 
bereavement and regret second only to that of his 
family and nearest relatives. During many years 
| was his most intimate friend and associate. For 
more than thirty years we were in the most cor- 
dial relations of friendship, undimmed by a single 
shadow of coldness or estrangement. Our sports 
and amusements of youth and early manhood 
were much together, and some of our sorrows and 
our trials were common to both. In the active | 
pirsuits of life and in politics we pursued the 
sume general course, and were of the same party. 
I knew the purity, and warmth, and nobleness of 
his heart, for he stood by me firmly, in some of 
those dangers and vicissitudes of life * that try 
men’s souls,” and prove their firmness and disin- 
terestedness. How strong an illustration of the 
uncertainty of human life and the destiny of men 
does an incident in his history afford! 

Twenty-three years since, on a cold December 
day, with the north wind drifting the sands of the 
beach, like those of the deserts of the Old World, | 
on an island in the Mississippi river, famous, half 
a century before, in border romance and story, 
and under the jurisdiction of the State of the same 
name, were to be seen eight persons. A hostile | 
meeting had taken place, and one of the combat- 
ants had fallen, dangerously—it was thought mor- 
tally—wounded. The other seven were in the vigor 
of early manhood, with the prospect of a long life 
before them; and the most vigorous and the young- 
est of these was the indi@§dual whose death we 
now mourn. Five of the eight had departed be- 
fore him, and but two survive—one of each antag- 
onist party—and one of these the individual whose | 
end, it was then thought, was so near that it was | 
doubtful whether he would survive until he could 
be carried, in their boat, some half mile to the 
Louisiana shore. Such is the uncertainty of hu- 
man life ! 7 

Mr. Harmanson was born in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, in January, 1803, and his father removed 
to Louisiana with his family when the deceased 
was eleven years of age. He was educated, 
in part, at Jefferson College, Washington, Mis- 
sissippi; one of the present Senators of that State 
[Mr. Davis] being at the same time in that insti- 
tution. His father died in Louisiana before the 
Sujgect of this notice, though the oldest of the 
family, was of age or his education completed; 
leaving the widowed mother and several children 

with means inadequate to their support and prop- 
er education; so that John, the oldest, was not 
only left at a very tender age to depend on his own 

resources In a great measure for his support, but 
also found it necessary to assist in supporting and 
educating the other members of the family. This 
duty he performed nobly, as he did all other du- 
ties during his whole life, giving his labor and his 


lume sometimes to one pursuit and sometimes to | 


another, as best answered his purpose. He once 
thought of devoting himself to one of the mechanic 
arts, and pursued it for some time, but gave it up. 


Afterwards he studied law for a while in the office 


of the individual who now addresses you, in Mon- 


| frequently visited. 
| heart, he pressed forward with a sleepless vigilance 
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roe, Louisiana, but unfortunately he gave it up 
before he was admitted to the bar; for the high in- 
tellectual qualities he afterwards exhibited in pub- 
lie life as a debater showed that he would have 
succeeded in that profession had he persevered a 
little longer. 

He engaged in agriculture and other kindred 
yursuits about the year 1829, near the mouth of 
Red river, and married, a few years afterwards, 
a lady of the same quarter of the State, who is 
now left with her eight children to mourn his un- 
timely loss, 

Mr. HarmManson commenced public life as a 
member of the State Senate in 1844, never having 
held or been a candidate for anv public office before 
that time. In November, 1845, he was elected a 
member of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, was reélected in 1847 and 1849, 
and died in New Orleans in 1850. So that he was 
in public life only about six years: and surely few, 
especially those unaccustomed as he was to public 
speaking, have in so short a time risen as rapidly 
in the public estimation and effected as much for 
the general good. Though a new member, he 
took a conspicuous part during the 29th Congress 
in the debates on the great questions of that day— 


| the treasury system and the tariff of 1846, then 
| adjusted so much to the benefit and satisfaction of 
| the country. 


’ His speeches on those subjects were 
much admired and read at that time, and will be 
referred to as high authority hereafter. In the 
House of Representatives his energies had a wide 
range, and, whilst his active and powerful mind 
was engaged in devising measures to promote the 
interests of his State, the concerns of his humblest 
constituent were not only not neglected or over 
looked, but received his consideration, and were 
followed up with a zeal and fidelity peculiar to 
himself. 

Theterribleand destructive inundations to which 
the State of Louisiana has been subject, bad at- 


tracted his earnest attention and anxious delibera- 


tions, in order to provide a remedy. The result 
was, that in 1847 he originated and broucht for- 
ward, in the House of Representatives, a project 
to secure a crant from the. United States to the 
State of Louisiana of all the overflowed lands in 
that State, with a view to their redemption from 
that condition, and to placing the property and 
health of the people beyond the reach of that 
periodical scourge with which they had been 

This measure, so dear to his 
which defied defeat, and until it was, with the av! 
of other members of the deleration, in March, 


| 1849, crowned with success. 


But he did not stop at this. This grant could 


| not be made available for several vears. A still 


greater flood occurred in 1850 than that of the 
vear before. He saw that something more was 
necessary, and that, under all the circumstances 
of the case, the United States ought to make a 
further and more readily-available grant. For 
this purpose he first suggested, at the last session 
of Congress, the project of Congress ceding the 
whole of the unappropriated lands in Louisiana 
to the State, and by his indefatigable attention 
| was the chief means of obtaining. and bringing 
foward such information on the subject as to leave 
scarcely a doubt of its ultimate success. His 
failing health, it is true, did not allow him to pre- 
sent this last project to the House: but he origina- 
ted it, and left it to be carried out by other mem- 
bers of the delegation. A bill for that purpose was 
presented in the Senate and renorted on favorably 
bv the Committee on Publie Lands: and it now 
stands on the calendar ready for the anprobation 
| of the Senate, which [ doubt not it will receive at 
an early day, approved, as it is, not only by the 
committee, but by the Land Office. ‘bail 


| J,ouisiana has not and will not prove herself 


| ungrateful or forgetful of the important services 
rendered by her public men. She once made a 
large donation to the heirs of a distinguished 
statesman of another portion of the Union. She 
| is not now as prosperous as she has been and will 
| be again. Two successive floods have desolated 


her most beautiful villas: an early frost has just 
greatly lessened the production of her two great 
staples—suear and cotton—but with such re- 
sources as her soil and climate afford, and such 
|| energy @s actuates her people, her pe riod of de- 
\| pression cannot long continue. Her prosperity 


some of her richest fields and destroyed some of 
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will soon return, and when it does, then will she 
remember one of her most faithful and useful pub- 
lic servants; and I think I may venture to antici- 
pate-for her that at Baton Rouge, the seat of gov- 
ernment, in his own district, or at some other con- 
spicuous point on the banks of that great river, 
whose hitherto uncontrollable and 
floods he had contributed so much to reduce to 


disastrous 


subjection, she will erect a monument to the mem- 
ory of Joun H. Harmansow as a proof of her 
gratitude and an encouragement to her future pub 
he servants. : 


He expired in the eity of New Orleans on 


the 25th of October la , of a neerme tine . 
which had been aggravated by his arduous public 
fabors, to which he had devoted mself with a 
zeal and energy that suffered no atement even 
during his wasting malady, and which terminated 
only with his life. He was thus eut off in the 
meridian of his life, and only at the been ne of 
what gave promise of being a career of u 1eS88 
to hts country and credit to himself. D> f : 
had he lived, his State would have bestowed up 
him its highest honors. 

Mr. HarMANSON possessed natural al es of 
a very high order: a keen, s ious, and 
criminating mind, with unsullied inteeritv. These 
characteristics made their way to the era of the 
people with whom his lot was cast, ‘There 


l 


strict business habits, his netve industry . his d 


interested friendship, his enlarged benevolence and 


philanthropy, and his patriotic devotion, gave him 
an enviable standing and popularity. In all the 
relations of life he was amiable, affectionate, and 
kind: a devoted husband and parent, who watched 
with ceaseless solicitude over the early deve 
ment of mind in his youne and numerous family, 
with whose tears ours are mingled on this sad 
occasion, 

As a membe of the social cirerie, ire h ad neo di- 
luted friendships. His attachments were slowly 
formed, but lasting as lif In every relation of 
society he scorned concea ent or undve advat 


tage, but with openness and frankness of heart he 
inspired every one with a « r@erion of his intes- 


rity and purity of purpose. 


Thouch a radical in polities, and an enemy to 
monopolies in everv torm, he knew how to at 
crate an hone stditlterenc: of opiniol : id, although 
wedded by the deepest attachments to the culiat 
interests of the South and ol } l own State, itt 
whose soil he now sleeps, yet, as an irdent patriot, 
al d indulging a yust pride In our ity rank a i 


nation, he loved and cherished, as thechief element 








of our national ereatness, and as the ark of our 
political safety, the Unron, for the Union’ 
that Union in which we e bound tewether, may 
we not hope, inseparably and forever, and whose 
Representatives are now called upon to mingle their 
sympathies on this melancholy occasion. 


Mr. President, | now move the adoption of the 
following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the Senate receives with sincere regret 


the announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun H. H 
MANSON, late a member of the House of Representat 


from the State of Louisiana, and tenders to tl ! 
the deceased the assurance of their sympathy with them uw 
der the bereavement they have been called to sueta 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. HarRManson a certified 
copy of the forgoing resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 01 to set 
ond the resolutions which have | i 
mav be permitted, as an early fi i of 
ceased, to otter very tn #} \ } ‘ tri 

1 , 
memory. At ti hool referred to 
leasue. the Senator from Louisiana, as t t in 
which I had been with him in the period of 
| 
hood, we were to ther not oniv Nn ‘ 
school, but um the ume boar r-house and in the 
same room. Wethere. at that early period « fe, 
formed that strict frien 1 which. mest of all 
endures throt n il the chances of t ¢ a ” 
t. ? 3 
cumstance. | a frien matnred 
with our manhood, continued ! 
the deceased, and remains to meas ' ‘ 

Wie wer int rite ly ASSOC! ited wh » yy rm 
of the Hous of Renpress tatives, wh l, 
tered at the same time, end.an identity of polit 


opinions gave to our public relations t 


tial character which had existed in our privat 
tercourse, and brought us mto such close as: ift- 
tron a cave lef a better onoporiun Loar I 


had, to understand al! his 
That, how- 


otherwise could have 


high moral worth as a public man. 
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ever, the country is better able to appreciate than 
his private character. It is of the latter, therefore, 
that | would speak, and because of the advan- 
tages which long acquaintance and private friend- 
ship give. 

[lis temperament was ardent, sincere. His na- 
ture was honest. He was emphatically what we 
understand by the phrase ‘a true man.”’ True 
io his trust, true to his friends; generous to his 
enemies; frank and decided to all men. Wohat- 
ever there was of high energy and fixed purpose, 
whatever there was of soft feeling and warm at- 
tachment, were happily blended to form the char- 
acter of afriend. Those who knew him intimately, 
will long mourn his loss; those whose representa- 
tive he was, will long remember his devotion te 
them, and be fortunate, indeed, if they find his 
equal—not his equal in mere attainment, not his 
equal in mere talent—these are but the gilding 
which ornament the exterior; the real substance, 
the reliable quality of the representative, is the 
mora! character which lies beneath. His educa- 
tion, like my own, was formed in the imperfect 
schools and academies of our country at the time 
we were young, and, having terminated there, 
never reached that maturity which would have 


enabled a young man without fortune or influen- | 


tial friends to rise above the common level of his 
fellows, without far more than common merit. 
But he was endowed with that degree of energy, 
resolution, and talent which, coupled with a high 
moral character, gave to him the confidence of those 
who knew him, ané finally raised him to the po- 
sition in which he died, and, had he lived, would 
have elevated him to yet higher station. 

I have said he was ardent; he was so, even to 
the extent of enthusiasm. It was not in his 
nature to compromise his sense of right from any 
motive of expediency. He followed truth and jus- 
tice whithersoever they led. Yet the generosity of 
his character, to which [ have also alluded, always 
tempered the ardor with which he maintained his 
opinions so far as not often to give offence to his 
He has been taken from us by an 
inscrutable Provic "e; as it seems to us, before 
his task was done, in the midst of his usefulness. 
It becomes us to believe, however, that his course 
has been thus abruptly terminated for wise pur- 
poses which we cannot discern. His labors were 
closed when his intellectual sun was on the meri- 
dian, but his services had been sufficient to 
illustrate his character that he may serve as a 
model for a faithful representative. He will be 
an example not the less valuable because it was 
not by learning, not by .fortune, not by friends, 
not by the gift of popular eloquence that he ac- 
quired the elevation to which he had attained. It 
must be a useful stimulus to youth to see how 
much honesty, zeal, and faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of duty may achieve. His example will 
live after him. 

For us, it is useful on such occasions to pause 
and review the career of a deceased associate. It 
is kind and courteous; it may be even consolatory 
to his bereaved widow and children, to see the 
tribute of respect paid to him by those with whom 
he was connected here. Hiscolleagrue has said what 
was due to his services in Congress, but lanruage 
would fail to express half that was due to his 
yrivate and public worth. Wholly unprepared, 

have brought this poor offering to his memory 
in the name of friendship, and leave it to time and 
his beloved constituency to do him justice. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. SHIELDS. As the hour of the day is 
somewhat advanced, and as it is not likely that 
the Senate will desire to attend to important busi- 
ness after this melancholy announcement, and as 
committees of the Senate are now preparing busi- 
ness to oceupy our attention, | move that the Sen- 
ate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed, 


opponents, 


sO 


o 
=? 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1850. 

The House met at twelve o’clock. 
of yesterday having been read, 

Mr. VINTON moved so to amend it as to in- 

sert, after;the clause providing for the printing of 


The Journal 


ten thousand copies extra of the report from the | 


The amendment was agreed to, and the Journal 
was approved. 
REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. FITCH said that there was upon the Speak- 
er’s table a joint resolution from the Senate pro- 
viding for the appointment of Regents for the 
Smithsonian Institution whose term of service had 
expired. He hoped the House would take up and 
consider the resolution, as it would occupy but a 
few minutes. It was absolutely necessary that it 
should be passed, for the reason that the Board of 
Regents was not full, and no business could be 
transacted by the Board until the vacancies should 
have been filled. He hoped the resolution would 
be taken up. 

There being no objection, 

The joint resolution was taken up, read three 
several times, and passed. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. SIBLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution, which was. read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for transferring the charge of the 16th and 36th sections of 
school lands in Oregon and Minnesota Territories, to the 
Legislative Assemblies thereof, and to allow of their being 
leased by said Legislative Assemblies; and that said com- 


| mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. ALBERTSON, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a memorial emanating from a meeting of a 
portion of the citizens of the West, held in the 
city of Evansville, Indiana, in favor of western 
interests: which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

SURVEYOR GENERAL OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GILBERT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which preyious notice had been 
riven, to create the office of surveyor ceneral of 
public lands in the State of California: which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PHCENIX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to establish a collection district in the State 


| of New York, and a port of entry at Whitehall, 


and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

Mr. P. inquired of the Speaker, whether it 
Would be in order to ask that the bill be put upon 
Its passages 

The SPEAKER replied that it could be done 
by unanimous consent; but that the practice had 
been, where bills had been received by unanimous 


| consent, to commit them. 


Mr. PHCE NIX moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce: which motion 
was agreed to, and the bill was so referred. 

A REVENUE CUTTER FOR OREGON. 

Mr. THURSTON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill to provide a 
revenue cutter for the district of Oregon. 

The bill having been read for information, 

Mr. CARTTER called for the regular order of 
business, 

The SPEAKER said that the rerular order of 


| business having been called for, the bill of the gen- 


| tleman could not be received. 


CHEAP POSTAGE. 

Mr. POTTER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to take up the special order. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr Burt 


in the chair. 


Mr. POTTER. I believe the House bill 351, 
to reduce and modify the rates of postage, is the 
special order for this day; therefore I move that 
it be taken up. 

There being no objection, the bill was accord- 
ingly taken up, and read by the Clerk, as follows: 
A BILL to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the 

e United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 


bled, That letters carried in the mail of the United States 
shall be charged with postage as follows: Upon each let- 


| ter not weighing over one half ounce, when postage is 


Treasury on the finances of Government, the | 


words * for the use of the House.’’ 


paid where such letter is mailed, three cents; and foreach 
additional half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, when 
so prepaid, there shall be charged three cents. There shall 


|; be charged upon each unpaid letter, weighing not wore 
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- 18, 
than one half ounce, five cents, and for each additiona} half 
ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, when so unpaid, he 
sum of five cents. TT 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, There shall be charged 
on each newspaper, of no greater size than nineteen hun. 
dred square inches, transmitted through the mails from, the 
office of publication to any place out of the State whore 
published, the sum of one cent; and for any such hewspa- 
per delivered within the State where published, the sum o¢ 
one halfcent; and for each newspaper of larger dimensions 
than above specified, shall be charged with an additional 
rate for each additional nineteen hundred square inehes or 
fraction thereof. And all pamphlets, periodicals, maga. 
zines, and every other description of printed matter, (ey 
cept newspapers,) which shall be unconnected with ay, 
manuseript or written matter, and which it is, or may pe 
Jawful to transmit through the mails of the United States 
shall be chargeable with postage at the rate of two cents 
for each copy sent of no greater weight than one ounce 
and one cent in addition for each additional ounce, or frac. 
tion of an ounce. Bound books not weighing over thirty. 
two ounces, shall be deemed mailable matter under the 
foregoing provisions, anything in the fifteenth section of 
the act approved March third, eighteen hundred and forty. 
five, to the contrary notwithstanding. : 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That directors of the 
Mints in the United States are authorized and required ty 
coin pieces of the value of three cents, composed of three 
parts silver and one part alloy, which shall be a lawful tey- 
der for all debts due to the Government of the United 





any 


| States, and to individuals, persons, and corporations. 


Sec. 4. And heit further enacted, It shall be the duty of 
the Postmaster General to provide and furnish to all deputy 
postmasters, and other persons applying und paying there- 
for, suitable stamps of the denomination of three cents to 
facilitate the prepayment of the postages provided for jy 
this act. And to any person who shall desire to purchase of 
the Postinaster General, or of any deputy postmaster at any 
one time, an amount of stamps to the value of fifty dollars 
or upwards, such stamps shall be furnished at a discount of 
ten per cent. upon their par value. All deputy postmasters 
who shall receive at any one time stamps to the amount of 
$50, shall be allowed a deduction of ten per cent. upon the 
par value. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other 
wise appropriated, the sum of $1,500,000, to supply any de- 
ficiency that may arise in the Post Office Departinent. 


Mr. P. resumed. I offer the following amend- 
ment, as a substitute for the whole bill: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert: 

Sec. 1. That letters carried in the mail of the United 
States shall be charged with postage as follows : 

Upon each letter not weighing over one half ounce, three 
cents ; and for each additional half ounce or fraction of 
half an ounce, three cents. 

Sec. 2. There shall be charged upon each newspaper, 
pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book, and every other de- 
scription of printed matter, which shall be unconnected 
with any manuscript or written matter, and which it may 
be lawful to transmit through the mail, of no greater weight 
than two ounces, one cent; and for each additional ounce, 
or fraction of an ounce, one cent. Bound books, not weigh 
ing over thirty ounces, shall be deemed mailable matter un- 
der the provisions of this section: Provided, That news- 
papers delivered in the State where printed shall be charge- 
able with only one half the foregoing rates. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the directors of 


| the Mint in the United States are authorized and required 


to coin pieces of the value of three cents, composed of 


| three parts silver and one part alloy, which shall be a law- 
| ful tender for all debts of thirty dollars or under, due to the 
| United States 
| tions. 


» and to inggyiduals, persons, and corpora- 


Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, It shall be the duty of 


| the Postmaster General to provide and furnish to all deputy 


postmasters, and other persons applying and paying there- 


| for, suitable stamps of the denomination of three cents to 
| facilitate the prepayment of the postages provided for in 


this act. And to any person who shall desire to purchase 
of the Postmaster General, or of any deputy postmaster, at 
any One time, an amount of stamps to the value of fifty dol- 
lars or upwards, such stamps shall be furnished at a dis- 
count of ten per cent. upon their par value. All deputy 
postmasters who shall receive at any ong time stamps to the 
amount of fifty dollars, shall be allowed a deduction of ten 
per cent. upon the par value. 

Sec. 5, And he it further enacted, 'That there is hereby 


| appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 


wise appropriated, the sum of $1,500,000, to supply any de- 
ficiency that may arise in the Post Office Department. 

Sec. 6. There shall be charged upon all letters trans- 
ported in the mails from any of the Atlantic ports in the 
United States to any of the ports in the United States upon 
the Pacific, or from any of the ports in the United es 
upon the Pacific to any of the Atlantic ports in the Umted 
States, four ttmes the usual rates; and upon all news- 
papers, pamphlets, periodicals, magazines, books, or other 
printed matter herein provided for, three times the usual 
rates. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. Before the ques- 
tion is taken upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] which is, to strike 
out the whole bill, and substitute a new one, I be- 
lieve it is in order, Mr. Chairman, to amend the 
original. I desire to send to the Chair an amend- 
ment I move to amend the original bill by striking 
out the first section. 

Mr. POTTER. I will only yield the floor for 
explanation; I cannot yield it to the gentleman 
from Indiana to.make g motion 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the 
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ve)itieman from Ohio that his amendment being to 
strike out the entire bill, it is in order, first, to | 
perfect the original bill. - 
Mr. POTTER. I am aware of that, but I did | 
not yield the floor to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Brown, | to allow him to make a motion. 
“Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. If the gentleman 
fuses to yield the floor, I will give way. ; 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman fronr Ohio | 
(Mr. Porrer] is entitled to the floor. 
“Mr. SCHENCK. I rise, sir, merely for in- 
formation. I would inquire if it is not in order to 
take up the bill section by section ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the 
centleman from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] to move to | 
strike out the first section of the bill. The bill | 
will be acted upon section by section, and an | 
amendment to perfect the first section of the bill 


pe 


re 





proposed to be stricken out will be in order. | 


Mr. POTTER. I do not propose to enter into | 
any labored discussion on this fahigct. The ques- | 
tions involved in this bill have been well discussed | 
throughout the entire country in newspapers and 
at public meetings, and it is hardly worth. while 
for me to spend the time of the committee in dis- | 
cussing it at this time. 1 
this floor, perhaps, is as capable of enlightening | 
meas Tam him in regard to the questions that 


As it is my intention to reserve my remarks to 
the close of this debate, in order that I may an- 
swer any objections that may be made to the re- | 
duction of postage, I will briefly state the leading 
features of the bill and amendment, and leave the | 
floor to those who are now desirous to enter at 
large into the discussion. 

In the first place, we believe the Post Office De- 


arise in the consideration of this bill. || 


partment was not*established as a means of ac- | 


quiring revenue for the support of other branches 


of the Government, but that when it had paid its 


way, and at the same time furnished all the need- 


ful mail facilities to the whole people of the United | 


States, it had answered all its ends. 


Now, we are to look at this subject mainly in | 


a financial point of view; and in doing so, it is only 


necessary to travel back to the provisions of the | 


law previous to 1845, and the reductions ‘that 


were made in that year, to ascertain whether any | 


further reduction may be made consistent with the 


* . : | 
revenue and a proper performance of the various || 


duties connected with the Department. 


In 1839, the old rates of postage in Great Brit- 


ain were four cents for eight miles, six cents for 
fifteen miles, and twenty-eight cents for five hun- 
dred miles, and a corresponding increase for a 
greater distance. 

under that system ? 
of letters amounted to seventy-six millions, whilst 


under the uniform rate of one penny, or two | 
cents a letter, the number had increased in the | 


year 1849 to over three hurled and forty-six mil- 
lions—producing an amount of revenue almost 
entirely equal to the amount obtained by the for- 
mer higher rates, and exceeding the expenditure 
of the Department by over a million and a half of 
dollars per annum. There is no doubt, then, that 
the reduction of postage in the United States will 
be attended with the same result as in Great 
Britain; and I will remark here, that in Great 
Britain no charge was made for the transportation 
of newspapers through the mail, but the amount 
referred to arises from letter postage alone. 

In 1844, when we were charging the rate of six 
to tweny-five cents, our revenue did not increase 
in prepares to the increase of population. It 
was believed, and I now believe, that if those rates 
had continued, the revenue would have fallen 
shost of what it now is, and far short of what was 
needed to supply the country with mail facilities. 
Under the act of 1845, reducing the rates of post- 
age on all letters to five and ten cents, our revenue 
has been enhanced, until 1849 and 1850, when it 


has become greater than it ever was before, and it 


has exceeded in those two years the expenses of 
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Almost every member on || 


W hat was the operation there | 
In the year 1839, the number | 


operations of the Government. It is better to have 
the rates of postage too low than too high, if ap- 
propriations are to be made to carry on the ope- 
rations of the Department; for in the former case, 


| the great mass of the people would reap the benefit | 


of the tax, whilst in the latter case its benefits 
would be confined to a few only, who are able to 
use the Department as a means of transporting 
their letters. 

There is no reason why the like causes in this 


| country should not produce the same results as in 


England. The comparison is in our favor. We 
are as well educated, as commercial, as migratory, 
as the people of Great Britain. The expenses of 
transportation do not increase in proportion to the 
increase of the revenue, for upon lines which fifteen 
years did not afford revenue enough to defray the 
expenses of transportation, now pay a large sur- 
plus into the Treasury. This is owing to the,in- 
crease of population on the lines, whilst by the 
improvements made in the country, they are able 
| to perform the service cheaper and more expedi- 
tiously. And this change is constantly going on 
in every new State and Territory in the Union 
We believe that the newspaper postage of one 
cent out of the State, and half a cent within the 
State, will operate to the benefit of the country 
press, which is needed for its support and preser- 
vation. Propositions have been urged to allow 
newspapers to go free within thirty miles of their 
place of publication. I can see no good reason or 
justice in making the individual who resides forty 


|, miles from where a newspaper is published, pay 


the expenses of transporting a paper free to the 
person living but thirty miles from such place of 
|| publication. And then, the postmasters who de- 
|| liver papers without pay, would be very likely to 
discourage the transportation of newspapers in the 
|| mail, by which publishers would be made to suffer 
more than they would, were a small sum charged 
|| upon their papers, to be divided equally between 
|| the postmaster and the Department. 

| There is some propriety in charging fourfold 
| 

| 


for Pacific mails, because the same service in 
California and Oregon costs the Department four 
times as much as the same service in this country. 

It is proposed to put all printed matter, news- 
papers, periodicals, &c., upon the same footing, 
charging all by the ounce. One of our largest 
newspapers will not weigh over two ounces, and 
| this is made in the bill the standard. Periodicals, 
&ec., are charged with one cent for the first two 
|! ounces, and on each additional ounce or a fraction 
of an ounce one cent is to be charged. 

To show at one glance the absurdity of these 
high rates of letter and newspaper postage, it is 
only necessary to state, that whilst the ordinary 
price of transporting a barrel of flour from Detroit 
to Buffalo is ten cents, the same amount is charged 
for carrying a letter, weighing half an ounce, in 
the same conveyance. 

But as I said before, I will defer any further re- 
marks at this time, and will content myself with 
| listening to objections, which I have no doubt I 
| shall be able to answer to the satisfaction of every 
| one who will listen with a view only of eliciting 
| truth. 

Mr. CARTTER. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment to offer to the bill now before the com- 
| mittee, which I ask to be read, and which I intend 
to offer at the proper time. It is to strike out the 
| word ‘*three’’ in the first section of the original 
bill, and insert the word * five’’ in lieu thereof, 
| so that it will read, ‘‘ upon each letter not weigh- 
jing over one half ounce, when postage is paid 
| where such letter is mailed, five cents,” &c. Also, 
in the eighteenth line, second section of the bill, 
| after the word ‘‘ ounce,”’ to insert the following 
proviso, 

Provided, That no postage shall be charged upon any 
newspaper mailed and delivered within the county where 
published. 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. C. continued: I am sorry that I am com- 





the Department almost half a million of dollars, || pelled to come to a different conclusion from my 
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showing clearly that a further reduction may be 
made with equally flattering results. Thereis a me- 
dium and a standard of postage for revenue; and the 
proper inquiry is, what is that standard. The 
duty on an imported article may be so high as to 
prohibit its importation; ai.d the rates of postage 


may be so high as to prohibit the use of the mail 
to the great mass of the people. In either case 
direct taxation must be reserted to to carry on the 


| colleague, to whose deliberations on the subject of 
| that bill I pay much deferenee, ard to whose re- 


searches and labor in connection with it the whole 
country is much indebted. But it occurs to me, 
from the little examination I have been able to 
give it, that if the project is carried into execution, 





it will involve the Post Office Department in bank- 


tcy; and that the system that it creates of 
caiinenting the distinction between the different 


71 


| rates of postage, is a principle that must operate 
unequally and unjustly upon the different sections 
|| of the Republic. 


It seems to me to be calculated 
to build up asystem which will concentrate the lit- 
erature of the countryin the Eastern cities. It wiil 
build up and create an influence in the cities, 
through the medium of cheap postage, which I 
do not wish tosee. The effect, as I before said, 
will be to reduce the Post Office Department to a 
state of bankruptey. 

It is conceded by the able chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, that 


| this Department of the Government ought to be a 


self-sustaining department. There we agree. It 
is also conceded that those who receive the bene- 
fit of the facilities of the Post Office, ought to con- 
tribute to the support of those facilities, and that 
a tax for their benefit ought not to be levied on 
other citizens of the Republic. Why, sir, if we 
are correctly informed, by the very bill the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads have intro- 
duced and recommended the passage of, the Gov- 
ernment is called upon, the very first year of the 
experiment, to pay from the general Treasury 
$1,500,000, to supply the deficiency that is to 
arise from the proposed reduction of the rates of 
yostage. This scheme of postal reformation is 
yvased, in the very bill itself, upon the anticipation 
of a deficiency of the postal revenue, in the first 
year of its existence, of $1,500,000. 
' Mr. POTTER. 
for a moment? 
| Mr. CARTTER. I believe the gentleman has 
the last of the argument. 

Mr. POTTER. I only want to set my friend 
right on this point. If he has exammed into the 
subject, he will find that there is a surplus revenue 
in the Treasury of the United States, arising from 

| the receipts of the Post Office Dx partment, 

Mr. CARTTER. If that is the « xplanation l 
understand it already. 

Mr. POTTER. ‘The other explan ition | pro- 
pose to make is, that the surplus revenue now in 
the Treasury, arising from the Post Office Depart 
ment, is to be applied to th@deficiency which 
shall arise from the proposed reduction. 

Mr. CARTTER. I was going to comment 
upon the subject of this explanation also. My 
friend gave notice that there was a surplus in the 
Treasury. He has told us that this Department 
has sustained and surfeited itself with revenue— 
that one million and odd dollars are now-on hand. 
[ have no doubt the chairman of that committee 
thinks so. I do not hesitate to assert that the re- 

| port of the Department says so; but | totally deny 
that the Post Office Department, under the present 
rates of postage, has ever sustained itself. It is 
perfectly palpable to any one who will go into an 
examination of the subject, that that Department 
is now indebted to the general Treasury. Woo 
pays the expense of carrying your mails to Cali- 
fornia and Oregon? The general Treasury does 
| it. What supports the franking matter? The 
| general Treasury does it. When you add these 
| items to the expense of the Post Office Depart- 
| ment, you will find, instead of there being a sur- 
plus on hand, that there is a deficiency. Who 
sustains the machinery of the Post Office Depart- 
| ment? The General Government does it, from 

the funds of the general Treasury. I wonld ree- 
| ommend to the chairman of the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads, in making out the 
| balance sheet of that Department, to refer to the 
| items of expense paid from the common revenues 
of the Government, and he will find that instead 
| of the postage system proving a source of revenue 
| to the Government, it has rather proved a tax 
} hpon it. 
| But to return to my subject. [ was about to re- 
| mark that this bill contemplates the bankruptcy of 
| that Department—that it provides in the outset for 
| an appropriation of $1,500,000 from the common 
| Treasury to sustain it. If such a result is not 
| anticipated, why is this appropriation in the bill? 
But, sir, the provisions of this bill are not the 
| only indications that such a result is to be the 
| effect of its passage. It is contemplated by the 
| message of the President. It is contemplated by 
| the report of the Postmaster General, who says, 
| in so many words, that the adoption of this re- 
| duction will run the Department into temporary 

bankruptcy, and that it will be necessary to secure 

it against that result by drawing resources from 
ii the public Treasury. It is true, the Postmaster 


Will the gentleman allow me 
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General says, as a sort of problematical proposi- 
tion, that in the process of time—in the course of 
five years, more or less—he has hopes that this 
Vepariment, under this reduction, will recover it- 
self, and be able to restore its revenue. Sir, are 
we going to follow the speculations of a Postmas- 
ter General who is not nine days old in office— 
looking into the future for five years, when your 
public debt needs tobe paid? And are you going to 
take the only branch of Government that approxi- 
mutes to a self-sustaining character, and reduce it 
to bankruptcy, upon the mere speculation of your 
Postmaster General, that, perha 
this revenue may be restored an 


d the Department 
sustained ? 


For one, 1 am not willing to see it 
done untl the obligations of the Federal Govern- 
ment to its honest creditors are cancelled. 

But, then, if you wish to try the experiment in 
this 


consent. But, sir, what is the prospect before us? 


‘This bill contemplates drawing from the general | 


‘Treasury, the ensuing year, $1,500,000, to sus- 


tain the reduction of postage and to obliterate the | 
distinction between carrying newspapers one hun- 


dred miles and fifty miles. what 


condition of the Treasury? 


"Treasury, if we are to believe the Secret ury, will 


Now, 


fall $8,000,000 annually below the revenues ne- | 


on 
retary of the ‘Treasury reports to you, that, with 
the present fullness of revenue, unparalleled in 
the history of the Government, and with the pres- 
ent plethora of money,’ the receipts will fall short 
of the current demands upon the public Treasury 
$3,000, 000annually, or from $4,000 to $8,000,000. 

tlere is one branch of the Government 


will be under the necessity of hypothecating the 
crediteof the Government for money, admonishing 
them that the receipt of customs will fall short of 


the demands upon the Government by millions; 


while another head of another Department of the | 


-same Administration, reeommends the throwing 
away of the only self-sustaining branch of 
public service. Wl find the President, in words, 
advising economy, and one member of his Cabi- 
net cerufying to the bankruptcy of the public 
‘Treasury, and the necessity of borrowing money 
to liquidate the public debt; while at the same 
we find another member of the Cabinet ree- 
ommending the cuttine off the revenue of the 
ouly Department sustaining itself. 

Now, I submit, as a candid proposition, if it is 
not better to study economy and to maintain the 
eredit and good faith of this Government, by hus- 
banding its revenues and paying its creditors, in- 
stead of breaking down the self-sustaining system 
of postage. We ought not to maintain this De- 


tim<¢ 


partment from the general Treasury until the Gov- || 
ernment indebtedness is redeemed, and there is no | 


occasion to draw upon the Government credit. 
But, sir, this is not the only objection I have to 

the proposition, the only reason I have for op- 

posing it. ‘There is a principle incorporated in this 


bill, as I remarked before, which cannot command | 
my vote—that 1s the obliteration of a graduating | 


scale or tariff of postage. I do not make this 
objection principally for the reason, that a man 
who has occasion to use fifty miles transportation 
on mailable matter, is to be compelled to pay 
for one hundred, employed by some other person; 
although it invelves doubtful justice and great 
inequality. ‘That is not the reason. Lying be- 
hind it, and concealed beneath it, is a result which 
lL fear much more than this. 


The present centre of the publishing business | 


is located in the eastern cities, chiefly in New York 
city, Boston, and Philadelphia. In those cities 
we find the greater part of the book, periodical, 
and newspaper making and selling establishments. 

The effect of one or two of the provisions in 
this bill is to obliterate all distinction between the 
transportation of this kind of matter, whether it is 
curried fifty or five hundred miles. 


object, sir? What is the effect of it?) The result 
ol will be, that the city publishers will circulate 
their matter in the country at less expense than 
the local papers can do it, so that the latter will be | 


supplanted and the city publishers will take their 
place. This is the design—this is the motive, and 
this will be the effect, 

Now, I have no objection to all this, provided 
these city presses would disseminate pure senti- 
ments and correct principles, And in that case, 


bs, in the future, | 


branch of the Government, perhaps | may 


is the | 
The receipts in the | 


sary to support the Government; for your Sec- | 


threat- | 
ening the representatives of the people that they | 


the | 


W hat is the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| the further they circulated their publications the | 
| better. But these ¢ities have become proverbial 
as the sinks and hot-beds, from which are fulmi- | 
nated all the political corruptions of this Union. 
To destroy the distinction that now exists in re- | 
| gard to the distance of transportation will kill off | 
the independent press of the country, and bring 
the interior of this Republic into a sort of political 


and literary servility to the cities. 
ee are solely influenced by local interests, and 
»y the corru 
that are eaeatly brought to bear upon the press in | 
large and populous cities. 
I do not propose, sir, to involve the independent 
press of the country in this condition of servility | 
and slavery to locad interests. 


| 
| 
| 
} 


it naw does, unapproached and safe against the 
assaults of sinister and monetary influences, which 
have somuch to do in guiding and directing city 
politics. For the purpose of resisting such a state 
of things, | am opposed to the principle attempted 
to be established by this bill—that is, do away with 
|| the distinctions between long and short distances. 
IL have no objection to these city publications being 
sustained by the food that seems natural to their 
digestion. Itis just like getting up city dinners 


tion involved in the whole matter, is the cost of 
the turkey that is served up 
[ Laughter. ] 

I have seen fit to propose to insert in the eigh- 
teenth line of this bill, a proviso, ‘* that no postage 
shall be charged upon any newspaper mailed or de- 
livered within the county where the same is pub- 
lished.”’ I wish now to offer a few remarks, by 
way of explanation of my course, and to show that 
I am in favor of reducing the postal tariff just as far 
and just as fast as that tariff will sustain the Depart- 
ment. Mr. Chairman, should we make this De- 
partment of the Government like the Navy, like 
the military establishments, dependent upon the 
general Treasury, who are to be the sufferers 
from it? ‘The interior of the Republic—the agri- 
cultural regions of the Republic. When the ques- 
tion comes up as to the granting of this route or 


on 


it will be answered that the route cannot sustain It- 
self, and therefore it ought not tobe granted. It will 
be the thinly-inhabited regions of the country that 
are to be sacrificed. ; 
ulated parts will come forward under the influences 
they have created, and say, ‘* We claim your rev- 
enue. We sustain the mail service. Shall the 
State of New York be taxed for transporting mail 
matter in Missouri ?’’ 
of the cities: and, by combination of interests, 


votes as have a tendency to promote the interests 
of their own constituents, and in such a manner 
as will be felt by them. If a ship is to be built 
in Philadelphia, and an appropriation is to be 
made out of the Treasury of the United States to 
build it, a Representative from Philadelphia would 
take that money out of our postal service, because 


is to be constructed, are his constituents. 
I do not propose to place this system, and par- 


|! of eastern combinations. 


To pay the post routes!) The postage is already 


so much reduced, as every Representative on this 
floor from an agricultural district is well aware, 
that the receipts of our country deputy post- 
masters are purely nominal, and instead of their 
being sustained by their pay, they are supported 
by the anxiety of the community within which 


ties. 
night in the month ®f January, without a fire, 
to open the mail, and all this without reward. 
Well, reduce the rate of postage, and what is going 
to become of these country postmasters ? 
they are greater patriots than they are generally 
| esteemed to be, they will abandon their offices. 
| That will be the end of the matter. And, sir, 
|| the moment you throw the support of the Post 


t and selfish means and appliances, | 


I would prefer to | 
have the country press maintained, to reflect the | 
sentiment of an independent and honest people, as | 


to distinguished politicians, where the only ques- | 


the occasion. | 


that, in some sparsely settled region of the country, | 


The cities and densely-pop- 


This will be the language | 
they will divert the revenues of the Government | 
|| to sustain their own objects of expenditures, and | 
leave the West without proper mail facilities, | 
for this reason, that Representatives will give such 


the mechanics who are to build the ship, and the | 
men who are to furnish the materials of which it 


ticularly the interior of the Republic, at the mercy | 


But, sir, this bill contemplates the receipt from | 
the general Treasury of $1,500,000—to do what? | 


they discharge their duties, to receive mail facili- | 
They consent to get up at twelve o’clock, at 


Unless | 
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Office Department on the general Treasury, oon 
bring postal facilities into conffict with demands 
for naval appropriations, for military appropri: 
tions, for fortification appropriations, and appro. 
priations for all the interests of the ecountry., 
Now, sir, these are some of the objections that 





'| occur to me, and I will not detain the committ 
'| much longer. 
The city news- |} 


The’ amendment which I design to offer, pro. 
poses to reduce the rate of postage one hundred 
per cent.—to five cents, instead of three cents. [f. 
as is speciously pretended by its friends and ad- 
vocates, a reduction of the rates of postage jg 
justified by the accumulation of patronage to th, 
Department, why not approach it gradually? why 
must you leap from one extreme to the other? 
Let us try the experiment first, and then, if the 
receipts of revenue by the Department shall justify 
another step in the grade of low postage, how 
easy itis to take one. The interests of the peo- 
ple, and the sympathies of the people, are all with 
the movements to reduce the rates of postage: 
and if the reduction to five cents is justified by th: 
receipts of the Department, they will adopt a sii!) 
lower grade. Is it wisdom, by a single act of 
legislation, to run to the extreme verge of post- 
age, as at present established in the old, dénsely- 
populated regions of Europe? In Europe, the 
penny postage system has produced a greater rey- 
enue than did’the higher rates; but it is wrong to 
suppose that it would have the same effect here; 
and for this plain and palpable reason ,—that t}) 
reduction in Europe was in a densely-populated 
country, where packages and messages were «- 
ready transported by express at a lower rate tha 
the postal rates, and the effect of the reduc 
there was to bring this already existing necessity 
of the public into the channel of the mail. Bu 
here, in the interior of the Republic, there is 
such demand—there is no such competition wi 
the postal facilities. It will be found to be 
| entire mistake, that the reduction contemplated in 
this bill will be accompanied by a corresponding 
increase of the patronage of the Department. ‘T 

atronage does not exist. If you had express 
base running through the centre of the country, in 
competition with the mail routes—if the matte: 
existed, and if the public required such facilities— 
why, then the effect of a reduction might be to 
transfer the patronage bestowed upon these ex- 
presses to the Post Office Department; but th: 
competition is not there, the matter is not there, 
and it will fail of success for want of the nutri- 
ment to support it. These are the reasons why | 
fear the retiction proposed in this bill, and why 
I think that it would be wiser and better to try the 
experiment first of a hundred per cent. reduction 
before we bring it down to so low a rate as that 
contemplated by the bill now under the consider- 
ation of the committe Let us, at any rate, sus- 
tain the principle of Pridine at once for all the 
citizens of the United States, that which they so 
much require—proper post office facilities. I am 
willing to vote for a reduction of postage, but I 
hold it to be better that that reduction should be 
gradual, and that we should try the experiment 
before we reduce it to the lowest rates. With 
| these remarks I resume my seat. 
| Mr. ASHMUN. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise 
for the purpose of making any extended remarks 
on the general subject connected with the bill 
|| which is now under the consideration of the com- 
|| mittee; but I suppose that, after full discussion, the 
sense of the committee will be tested in regard to 
the various propositions which may be submitted. 
One of the propositions—that of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads—is a measure for 
a reduction of the rate of postage to three cefits, 
and I wish to — a parallel measure, that con- 
templates a rec uction to two cents. | wish to of- 
|| fer it at such time and in such form that it shall! be 
before the committee and thoroughly understood 
when they come to take the vote. T suppose, sir, 
that the substitute offered by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads is 
now open to amendment, and that it is competent 

for me to move to strike out the whole of that bill, 
| and insert the substitute which I hold in my hand. 
This I intend to do before I sit down; and I merely 
desite to say, further, that my plan is substan- 
| tially the same as the one which I introduced at 

the last session, and is substantially the same as 
! 





that which has been agreed upon by the commit- 


tee of the Senate, and reported to-that body by 
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ho distinewuished Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] 


ais 


urmen of the committe It proposes a 


of two cents upon all letters prepaid, and 
repaid letters shall be taxed a postag 

It proposes, also, that the franking 
vilere, except as regards the De partments, shall 
‘entirely abolished; but that all communications 
for the public S¢ rvice, all public documents, all 
eyeeches of members mgde in either branch of 
Congress, and all communications to and from 
mbers of Congress, instead of being, as they 
now, made a charge upon letter postage, so as 


Thiet 


a t 
thereby to Increase the amount of postage charged 
for the transportation of letters, shall be made a 
charge upon the public Treasury, and that what- 
eyer we send to or receive from our constituents— 
ther publie documents, letters, or spee hes—shall 


f 
he paid out of the contingent funds of the House 
and Senate. 

The other provisions of my amendment are 
nearly similar to those contained in the bill pro- 
nosed by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads: ‘and, without entering at this time 
into any further explanation of it, | will offer it 

d —,: . 
as an amendment to the substitute of the gentle- 
man from Oho. 

Mr. Asumun’s substitute was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

\ BILL for the reduction of postage on letters, periodicals, 
and yamphiets. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- , 
tives of the Uuited States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That from and after the first day of July next the 
postage on all letters shall be as follows: All letters, not 
exceeding half an ounce in weight, conveyed any distance 
within the United States, shall be charged with two cents 
postage, and a like sum for every additional half ounce, or 
fractional part thereof, the postage being prepaid in all 
cases; and all drop er or letters to be delivered at the 
office where depositef®, shall be charged with one cent 
postage, to be prepaid 

Sec. 2. .ind be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster General to provide suitable letter 
stamps for the prepayment of postage, of the several de 
nominations of two, four, and ten cents, and such others as 
he may deem expedient, and cause them to be furnished 
and Kept for sale in each of the post offices of the United 
States; and any deputy postmaster who shall tail by his 
own neglect to have the same for sale, to any person ap 
plying therefor, shall be liable to a penalty of five dollars 

revery such failure, to be recovered by the person so ap 
plying. That any person who shall counterfeit, alter, or 
irge, any letter stamps, or shall knowingly have in his 
possession any such false, forged or altered letter stamps, 
with intent to sell or use the same as genuine, shall be 
deemed to be guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding five years. 

Sec. 3. 4nd beit further enacted, That the postage on 
newspapers shall be charged, for any distance in the United 
States, one cent; and periodicals and pamphlets shall be 
charged half a cent for each ounce, and the same for every 
additional half ounce or fractional part thereof; handbills 
and circulars shall be charged letter postage, prepaid, and 
all newspapers not sent from the office of publication shall 
be charged one cent, prepaid: 4nd provided, also, That 
bound books may be carried in the mails on prepayment 
of one cent per ounce, 

Sec. 4. .tnd be it further enacted, That if the pub 
lishers of newspapers, periodicals, and pamphlets, desire 
to prepay the postage on depositing them at the post office 
they shall be allowed a discount of fifty per cent. for all 
such newspapers, periodicals, or pamphlets, deposited and 
paid for. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if by reason 
of this act, the compeygation of any deputy postmaster 
shall be reduced below the present rate. the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized, at his discretion, to increase 
such compensation as far as justice may require, having 
regard for the amount of labor, and the character of the 
service performed: Provided, That the whole amount of 
compensation in any year shall not exceed the amount al 
lowed in the same office in the fiscal year ending the first 
day of July, 1850; and whenever a new post office shall 

be established, the Postmaster General may fix the amount 
of annual compensation of the deputy postmaster, at a rate 
not larger than is allowed to existing offices requiring the 
same amount of service. 

Sec. 6. .4nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty gf the Postmaster General, at all post offices where 
the postmasters are appointed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States, to provide for conveying letters to the post office 
by establishing suitable and convenient places of deposit, 
and by employing carriers to receive and deposit them in 
the post office, and at all such offices it shall also be his 
Guts to cause letters to be delivered by suitable carriers, to 
ve appointed by him for that purpose, for which not ex- 
ceeding one cent shall be charged; and on advertised let 


ters there shall be an additional charge not exceeding one 
cent, 
Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That the franking 
privilege, except so far as it may have been conferred by 
Congress upon individuals as a mark of respect and honor, 


is hereby abolished, aud the postage on all documents pub- | 
lished by either House of Congress, and all communica- 


tions to or frota either House, mailed during the session, 
including speeches delivered therein, and all communica 
tons to and from the officers of either House upon public 


Service, shall be paid out of the contingent funds of the | 


respective Houses, under such regulations as each House 
shall prescribe for itself; and all communications to and 


from the general departments of the Government, property 
chargeable to the public serv , sha ) irked as sueh, 
and the postage thereon be paid like other contiagent ex 
penses of the Government. 

Sec. 8. dnd be further enacted, That the Postmas 
ter General be, and he is hereby, authorized to draw upon 
the ‘Rreasury, under such checks as are provided in the act 
of July two, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, entitled ** An 
act to change the organization of the Post Office Depart 
ment, and te provide more effectually for the settlement of 
the accounts thereof,’’ or by any other law any amount 
exceeding the actual postages of the year, which may be 
needed tor any of the purposes specified in the second 
section of the act of eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
aforesaid: Provided, The same shall not, in addition to the 
actual amount of postages, ¢€ xceed the aggregate sum ap 
propriated in each year, under the third section of the said 
act of eighteen hundred and thirty-six; and such differ 
ence between the actual amount of postages and the 
amount appropriated by law, shall be paid, on the requisi 
tion of the Postmaster General as aforesaid, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec.9. And be it further enacted, That the directors of 
the Mints in the United States are authorized and required 
to coin pieces of the valne of two cents, composed of three 
parts silver and one part alloy, which shall be a lawful 
tender for all debts due to the Government of the United 
States, and to individuals, persons, and corporations. 

Sec. 10. and be it further enacted, That all acts, or 
parts of acts, inconsistent with this act, be, and the same 
are hereby, repealed. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Burr) remarked that 
the substitute of the oe ntleman from Ohto was not 
now in order, and that therefore an amendment to 
. « . 
it was not In order. It was first in order to amend 
the sections of the bill reported by the committee, 

proposed to be stricke n out, So as to perfect that 
bill; and having acted on all these amendments, 
the substitute of the gentleman from Ohio would be 
in order, and then the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts could offer his amendment to that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I think, if the Chair will re- 
flect a moment he will see that it is in order to 
submit amendments both to the substitute and to 
the original bill. The difference between the Chair 
and myself is this, that it will be perfectly in order 
for any gentleman to propose to amend the ori- 
ginal bill, and that amendment to the original bill 
must unquestionably be first acted on, but it is 
perfectly in ord r to propose to strike out or to 
amend the substitute for the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that no 
practical difficulty can arise, whether the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts be correct or the Chair: 
but the practice unquestionably is, and so is the 


parliamentary law, that the question shall first be 


taken on the amendments to the original bill. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts will perceive, 


that if the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Porter] was now in order and was the pend- 
ing question, there could be no amendment to the 
original bill whatever until it had been acted on, 
because the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is as far as amendment can pro- 
ceed, so the there could not be an opportunity of 


acting on amendments to the original bill. 


Mr. ASHMUN. Ido not wish to make issue 


with the Chair, althouch I think he is in error. 
The principal reason why I desire to offer my 
amendment at the same time as that.of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is, in order that the parallel 
propositions may be before the committee before 


the discussion proceeds further. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


gentleman shall be read if he desires it. 


Mr. ASHMUN. I do not wish to take up time 
thet it mav be before the 
that purpose that I in- 


in reading. I desire only 

Committee, and it was for 

troduced it at this stave of the discussion. 
Mr. DUER. 

yet to the original bill? 

~ Several Mempers. 


Mr. SACKEYTT. 


No; none. 
I desire to offer one. 


Mr. ASHMTN. If the Chair rules my amend- 
ment out of order, I desire to move an amendment 
to the first sec tion of the original bill. l move te 
section of the bill, which pro- 
vides for a three cent postage, and insert in lieu 


strike out the first 


thereof what I have sent to the Chair. 


Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) 


order ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 


ment to the first section of the bill. 


It isan amenc 


|| chusetts. 


The amendment of the 


Has any amendment been offered 


I wish to un- 
derstand from the Chair whether the amendment 
I have offered to the first section of the bill is in 


The Chair! Pat if it be increased 
decides upon the same principle which guided his 
decision in the case of the gentleman from Massa- 
What the gentleman from Ohio signi- 
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fied his intention to de. is to move to amend the 


first section of the bill. The amendment of th 


ntleman from Massachusetts is to strike out and 


insert, Before that motion is Mm t,1t 8 in orde rto 
pert ct the section proposed to be stricken out by 

. 
amending it 


Mr. ASHMUN I do not doubt that at all, 
but I desire to present my amendment now, !n or- 
der that it may be before the committee. I ask 
that it may be read 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the first day of 
July next, the postage on all letters shail be as follows : 
All letters not exceetiing hall an ounce in weight, conveyed 
any distance within the United States, shall be charged 
with two cents postage, anda like sum for every addi 
tional half ounce, or fractional part thereof, the postage be 


ing prepaid in all cases; and al! drop letters, or letters te 
} 


be delivered at the office where deposited, shall be charged 
with one cent postage, to be prepaid 

Mr. VENABLE rose and said: 

Mr. Cuarrman: [ feel that the subjeet now un 
der consideration is one of deep and abiding mnter 
est. In the history of this system of intercommu 
nication by means of mails there have been ma y 
popular errors which experience has exposed 


) 
here is nothing more instructive tha he study 





of the progress and the development o his ereat 
design for the civilization of man. : ! is 
not allowed me, nor is the occasion a proper one, 
to £o into these incidents, however i teresting int 


their character Or instructive if their effects. I 
al , 


shall only remark, that of all the conservative 
nolicies which have been adopted for ameliorating 


the burdens of Government and ministering to the 
perfection of social institutions, none can be com 
nared with this. And itis a little remarkable that 
there should be objections found amongst those, 
w hose Views on \ ndr d sul jects are So ¢ lear and 


so convincing. Cren leme } have for years la ored 


to prove that alow tariff increases revenue, because 
the expenses of the machinery of collecuon are 
but little increased, whilst the consumption of the 
Pl eral ts of iy t “al | } niareed I} 
sub} Ss of Import 1s Incaiculaoly enlarged, if 


arvument prevatied at last, and the tariff on im 


ports was redu ed, The ro the increase ot 
revenue, justified the anticipati(®s and confirmer 


the conclusions of the friends of that measure. 
W hat, sir, is the diflerence between an impost on 
a vard of cloth or of mbbon, and the postage on 
a letter ? Each is a tan T—the one on physical 
necessities, or the demands of luxury: the other 
upon the aft tions of the ne irt. and the ble ssings 


of civilization? The high postage of 1844 and 
previous years, was reduced in 1845. Thepeople, 
not accustomed to the benefits, and long unused to 


the burdens of correspondence, did not avail them 
first vear 


showed a decline in the revenue: but it has since 


selves of the advantage at first, and the 


steadily increased ,and has show na surplus apove 
the expenditures. Such will be the result of a 
further reduction, reason ible, not extreme, or else 
the experience of the present and the history of 
the past are uns ife cuides in our conclusions con- 
cerning the future. The 
seems to influence some gentiemen on this subj 


popular error which 





is, that the consequence of a reduction of postage 
will be the denial of mail facilities to those dis- 
triets of country where the population is sparse. 
W hat is the lancuage of ex perience since the r¢ 

duction of postage ? Since 1845, the era of reduc- 
tron to five and ten cents, the post offices : have 


been increased twenty per cent., and the number 


of miles traveled five per cent. Still the revenu 
increases, and the means of communication ire e@} 

larced. But, sir, the error is in this: the high 
postage will decrease the income by curt vline 
correspondence: and if the prin le is adopted 


that the Post Office must be a ‘self-sustaining 


machine, the sparsely-settled districts must tLe 
denied the benefit of the mals. Resides, the 
loss on dead letters must be greatly increased. 


Under the old system of twenty-five cents, one 
» || dead letter made as creat a loss as five under a uni- 
j If this be not 


a fair statement of the case, the unfairness must 


form system of five cents postage. 


consist in assuming that cheap postage does not 
increase the amount of correspondence. This as- 
sumption must be made by those who oppose r 

duction: for if there 1s in increased correspon lence 
only in proportion with the reduction of posta e, 
-| the revenue cannot suffer; it will remain the same. 


beyond that amount, th 


7 crease of revenue must keep pace: so that there 
must be more than five times the amount of dead 


letters under the low than the high system of post- 
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age in order to produce a correspondent loss, 
Now, all admit that the former high postage re- 
turned to the General Post Office a much larger 
proportion of letters mailed than under the cheaper 
system now in use, 

' But, sir, | assume a higher and a stronger posi- 
tion upon this subject. There is no reason that 
the Post Office should be a self-supporting institu- 
tion. On a former occasion I said that there was 
equal reason why the Army should support itself 
by plunder, or the Navy by piracy. I repeat the 
remark, The gallant Navy protects our mer- 
chant marine, which covers every sea with its can- 
vas, and our Army, legitimately employed, pro- 
tects our people from foreign invasion; whilst the 
Post Office establishment, with its facilities of 
communication, bears home to the family of the 
sailor and soldier the news of his well-being. 
Whilst the cruises of the one and the marches of 
the other are often recorded in blood and present 
the annals of devastation, the messages of the other 
unite hearts that are distant, and cherish the holi- 
est sensibilities of our nature. Go to the seques- 
tered mountain gorge, and enter the cabin which is 
seen in some solitary cave; mark the tear of joy 
which falls upon the letter held by a female ied 
who deciphers by torchlight its badly-written 
lines, and you will witness the outpourings of a 
mother’s heart who learns that a long-lost son, 
escaped from the perils of land and sea, hastens 
to her embrace. She will thank Heaven for the 
paternal care of that Government which, in this 
instance at least, has, like the dew of Heaven, 
refreshed as well the humble valley as the aspiring 
mountain top. Sir, no man in this House will 
dare to refuse mail facilities because the expenses 
exceed the revenue in sparsely-settled districts. I 
should like to see the man so daring as to make 
this distinction between the rich and the poor. I 
should, however, be more astonished at his folly 
than filled with admiration at his boldness. The 
people have a right to these means of communica- 
tion, and Government dare not deny it to them. 
As soon would I vote against the provision of a 
regiment to protegga frontier settlement because the 
expense would exceed the value of the property 
protected, as to deny the facilities of the mail to a 
new or sparsely-settled community. 

1 would not, as a legislator, dare do the one or 
the other. Whoever does will meet with the just 
retribution of popular indignation. I am glad that 
the Department pays so much asit does for its own 
support. Lam not willing to try strong experiments 
upon a system already acting well; but I am will- 
ing to adopt a uniform rate of five cents as to all 
distances, and watch its progress and results. I 
am for the lowest rate of postage which will af- 
ford a reasonable revenue and the greatest amount 
of facilities of communication. Sir, I represent a 
rural population—devoted to agricultural pursuits 
and free (thank Heaven) from the contamination 
of looking to Government jobs, and Government 
contracts for their living or their wealth. Long 
may it be so, Long may their noble and simple 
lives be preserved from such a leprous contamina- 
tion. The only public money which is spent 
amongst us is the compensation of the post- 
rider and the postmaster. The only return for the 
burdens of the Government which they bear, is 
the convenience of the Post Office and the trans- 
portation of the mails. They appreciate the ad- 
vantage of intercommunication and intercourse 
with these who are separated by distance, and de- 
mand that it should le placed upon the most accept- 
able footing. I do not represent an individual 
who would murmur if money is expended from 
the public Treasury to secure tothe emigrantin the 
distant Territory, or in the most sparsely-settled 
district of the States, the means of mingling the 
kind feelings of his heart with those he left be- 
hind him. ‘They feel it to be his right, and would 
scorn their Representative should he deny them its 
enjoyment. 

1 would stop here, sir, but there is another por- 
tion of this bill upon which I propose, with the 
indulgence of the committee, to make a few re- 
marks. It is upon the postage of newspapers 
and pamphlets. I concur with the chairman of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
that such a reduction is necessary—called for by 


the interests as well as the demands of the country. | 


I know that gentlemen may meet me here by 
saying that there are many States who now re- 
ceive much more than they pay to the Post Office 


TRE CON 


Department. 








I grant it; and if it were true of 
North Carolina, would rejoice in the fact. It 
would constitute a small item in the claim which 
she has for the restitution of the plunder she has 
suffered in the millions on millions which she has 
contributed to pay for rivers, harbors, light- 


| houses, and unnecessary fortifications, and the 


yet more numerous millions which have been 


| taken from her citizens to foster manufactures be- 


|paid for in cities beyond her limits. 


| other city. 
_age, and the profit on it all, is paid by the industri- 


yond her borders. But the statement is unfairly 
made—North Carolina is charged with the ex- 
pense of transporting the mail across her domain, 


whenits contents belong to cities North and South. | 


She receives no credit for her letters and papers, 
which, ‘like the rills which make the river, fall 
into the great channels of communication, and are 


collects the rays, and the focus is in New York 
and New Orleans, but it is forgotten that those 
rays were gathered in North Carolina. No man 
will pretend that the income from the Post Office 
and the customs belongs to New York or any 
We all know that the tariff, the post- 


| ous consumer, who is astounded that it is so hard 


to save money, unconscious that his fleece is taken 
off by a pair of Government shears, the agent in 


| the shearing wearing a mask, so that he is not 


able to identify him. 
Every State has as much right to demand mail 


| facilities from this Government as protection from 


invasion or from the plunder of pirates. 
men who are overcome with these paroxysms of 
economy, vote without hesitation for harbor and 


| river improvements far exceeding the contributions 
of the States in which they are made to the rev- 


|enue of the Government, and do 


not seem 
perceive the inconsistency. which denies the bene- 
fits of the Post Office, unless paid for by the pop- 
ulation who are benefited thereby. 


We are also told that the receipts of the post- | 
masters in the country will be so reduced as to | 


cause their resignation; that already they have 


| no inducement, beyond mere patriotism, to hold 


| their places. 


ment to offer, from the President to the members 


of this House, as well as all others desiring office; | 


the people are duly instructed that patriotic feel- 
ing—a desire to serve their country—is the ruling 
motive in the breast of the aspirant. Wearea 


| self-denying people, but yet the offices are filled. 


No doubt, sir, this is understood on all sides. 


General welfare is an officer under whom they | 


| are all willing to muster, when the Treasury is 


to bleed by millions for local improvements; but 
golden scales are to weigh the expenditure which 


| will convey the letters or the papers to relieve 


| amongst the people. 


anxious hearts, or diffuse light and information 
But, sir, the reduction of 


| the postage on newspapers commends itself to our 


| favor for various 
| from allepostage 
| are printed is a 
|is the only way 


| ables the city presses to turn out thousands of 


reasons. The relief of papers 
in the counties in which they 
most desirable provision. It 
in which our provincial jour- 
nals can be preserved from utter ruin. The 


| steam power and the improved machinery en- 


| daily papers at one half the expense which at- 


tends the enterprise where a few individuals, finger- 
ing each type, and resorting to the most expensive 


| and tedious mode of printing, issue a village news- 


paper. The poisoned sentiments of the cities, 
concentrated in their papers, with all the aggrava- 
tion of such a moral and political cesspool, will 
invade the simple, pure, conservative atmosphere 
of the country, and, meeting with no antidote in a 
rural press, will contaminate and ultimately de- 
stroy that purity of sentiment and of purpose, 
which is the only true conservatism. Fourrierism, 
agrarianism, socialism, and every*other ism, po- 
litical, moral, and religious, grow in that rank and 
festering soil; and if such influence and such chan- 
nels of communication are to be the only ones felt 
and employed, the press would be the greatest 
calamity instead of the greatest blessing. We de- 
sire our country papers for our country opinions, 
our provincial politics, the organs of our conserva- 
tive doctrines, and to assert the truth, uninfluenced 
by the morbid influences of city associations. 


Relieve them from the burden of postage, and 
they can successfully compete with the city pub- 
lishers, Reduce the rate of postage on newspa- 


pers and pamphlets, and you diffuse light and 
knowledge through the land. We are living in an 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





The lens | 


Gentle- | 


to 
' 


This is the most common induce- | 


Dec. 


age most remarkable for advances in ciy 
science, and all that is elegant, useful, or orn 
mental. We live in the concentration of the liehes 
of centuries past with the more intense lustre of 
modern discoveries. The whole world is sensitive 
to the advances af knowledge, and the conquests 
of intellect on one continent are almost instantano. 
\ously known on another. Improvements in al] that 
softens the cares, alleviates the ee. dispels 
| the darkness, and beautifies and adorns the passage 
| over the path of life, are clustering around us. Mind 
is brought in contact with mind, no matter how 
distant the possessors. The electric wire reveals 
|the discoveries of philosophy, astronomy, or of 
art, the returning spark communicatesa stil] further 
discovery by the combinations of those revealed 
and the whole scientific world is enabled to unite 
its strength to remove every opposing obstacle— 
the watchmen hail each other, the night passes 
apeeery away, and the bright morning comes, 
No longer does the detached scholar labor in his 
garret, and spend his life in endeavoring to coy. 
| vince the doubting of the value of his discover. 
ies. Scholars and philosophers move forward 
in an army—an army which is conquering and 
to conquer. These, sir, are in part the work- 
|, ings of the simple machinery for communication 
|furnished by the Governments of the civilized 
{world. Let us not be behind. Let us reduce the 
burdens—the expense. Let us afford the means 
| of the interchange of those sympathies which 
adorn and elevate our natures. Letus cherish those 
|| sensibilities which, like fragrant flowers, adorn 
our social relations, Let the benign influence of 
government be felt in supplying the wants of the 
mind and the heart. Teach men that government 
is not an unmixed evil, but that by its aid we may 
retain our communion and intef@hange our opinions 
-and feelings with those we are dear to, even though 
separated by oceans and continents. You will 
then have performed what the people have a right 
to demand, and you ought without delay to per- 
| form. 
| Mr. SACKETT said, he arose to address the 
committee upon one item of this bill, and not to 
| go into a general discussion of its provisions at 
large. He desired to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the single point of postage on country 
newspapers. He was for greatly reducing the 
rates of postage on all such papers and on all pa- 
pers circulated in the country where they are pub- 
lished, or within thirty miles. If he believed the 
House would sustain him, he would go lower than 
the proposition he should submit. He was for a 
radical reduction in this department of the service. 
The amount now charged on a weekly paper is 
fifty-two cents a year—a sum that amounts to a 
prohibition. The immense circulation of the week- 
ly papers and Of the country press generally, is 
practically driven from the mails. It is believed 
that not more than five per cent. of this character 
|| of papers that are circulated in the counties, or in 
| the immediate vicinity of their place of publica- 
| tion, are ever sent through the mails, on account of 
the exorbitant postage now charged upon them. 
He was for reducing this extravagant charge down 
to ten cents a year, or two mglls per paper in the 
county, or within thirty miles of the place where 
ublished. When this is done more than seven 
este thousand papers per week will pass 
| through the mails that are now sent by carriers, 
and in various other ways. There are published 
about fifteen hundred of this class of papers, to be 
| affected by this change, with a circulation of from 
seven hundred thou8and to a million weekly. Of 
all this number, I believe there are not forty thou- 
sand that pay postage. By this system not only 
‘the revenues of the Department suffer, bus the 
| whole country is greatly prejudiced. The delays, 
uncertainties, and difficulties incident to any other 
| means of conveyance than the mails, are such that 
_ thousands refuse to take papers who would beglad 
| to do so if they had reasonable mail facilities. 
| ‘The whole revenue now received from the class 
_ of papers at present under consideration does not 
000 a year, and still we are told 
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ilization, 
















; amount to 
that a reduction of postage will diminish the 
/amount. All can see that the country papers 
_ now distributed, if they passed through the mails, 
| would yield an income to the Post Office of more 
than $350,000; and still there are those who would 
| keep up this branch of postage for the sake of rev- 
enue. ‘ 


The burdens imposed upon the Post Office by 
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this change will be merely nominal. Suppose | 
every paper to weigh one ounce, (which is too large | 
an estimate, ) the whole increased weight, per week, | 
for the entire number of the country circulation, | 
will be less than thirty-five thousand pounds per | 
week, or less than six pounds per route, on the six | 
thousand mail routes of the country, and only | 
require the deputy postmasters to distribute about 
thirty more papers each per week; and all this ad- | 
ditional service is to be performed in the interior 
of the country, where weight of the mails does not 
to any considerable extent enter into the consid- 
eration of the price en for its transportation, 
and when the increased amount of service required 
of the postmasters will not call for any change in 
the rate of compensation. If seven-or eight hun- | 
dred thousand pes can be secured to the mails, | 
as they certainly can by this change, in the room 
of a loss to the Department, there will be a gain of | 
at least $50,000 annually, and the postmasters in 
the place of receiving fifty per cent. on an average 
of two country papers each, will receive that per | 
cent. on at least fifteen times that number. 

In every point of view in which this question 
can be presented, I think no enlightened mind can 
fail to see the advantages of the change, both to 
the revenues and to the people. 

A well-regulated, well-sustained, widely-circu- 
lated free press at this day and in this country | 
enters into the very organism of society. It is no 
longer an incident, but an element in this common- 
wealth. Its pulsations are felt alike amid the 
throng, and the homes of, and the firesides of, the 
whole country. It is not only the daily compan- 
ion of the man of business, the politician, the 
statesman, and hero, but of the philosopher, the 
moralist, the christign—of the man who thinks to | 
read and reads to Me. 

To aid, by all just legislation, to send abroad 
this great minister of light and knowledge, isa duty 
so plain it will admit of no illustration. In what 
can we better serve our constituents than by the 
vassage of a measure like this? 

Mr. SACKETT offered the following amend- | 
ment: 

Strike out from the second section the follow- | 
ing: 

‘From the office of publication to any place out of the 
State where published, the sum of one cent; and for any 
such newspaper delivered within the State where pub- 
lished, the sum of one-half cent; and for each newspaper 
of larger dimensions than above specified, shall be charged 


with an additional rate for each additional nineteen hun- | 
dred square inches or fraction thereof?’ — 


And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“'To any place out of the State where published, one cent 
postage, and for every such newspaper transmitted through 
the mails out of the county where published, inthe same | 
State, there shal! be charged one-half cent postage; and for 
every newspaper transmitted through the mails in the 
county, or within thirty miles of the place where published, 
two mills postage.’’ 

At the end of the second section: 

“And provided, further, That newspapers delivered in 
the county, or within thirty miles of the place where pub- 
lished, shall be chargeable with only two mills postage for 
each paper.”? 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I am desirous, Mr. 
Chairman, of occupying the time of the committee | 
for a few moments onthe subject that is now under | 
consideration. The more so, as circumstances | 
have made me familiar with many of its details 
and arrangements, and the effects and results of | 
the present system. I therefore feel it to be incum- | 
bent on me to present my views to the committee. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, an amendment which I | 
propose to submit to the committee, if it is in or- | 
der, intended as an amendment to the first section | 
of the bill. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion | 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana is not inorder now. The gentleman can, how- 
ever, send his amendment to the Chair. 

Mr. BROWN. My motion is to strike out the 
whole of the first section, and insert in its place 
the amendment I propose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that | 
the gentleman’s amendment is not now in order. | 
If, however, he will send it to the Chair it can be | 


| 


read, 

Mr. BROWN, (resuming.) Mr. Chairman, I | 
am an advocate for the system of low postage upon 
the same principle, so justly and appropriately 
urged by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Vewasxe,] that I would vote for a low tariff 
tax. Ido not think in the one case, (the case of | 
the tariff,) that we should levy any more duty than | 








THE 


may be necessary to support an economical admin- 
istration of the Government. Upon the same 
principle I am in favor of so graduating our postal 
system as to produce revenues sufficient to main- 
tain and support the Post Office Department, and 
no more. | desire the Clerk to read the amend- 
ment which I have sent to the Chair, and which I 
intend to offer as an amendment to the first sec- 
tion of the bill. 

The Crerk read the amendment as follows: 

Strike out the first section of the original bill 
and insert the following in lieu thereof: 

‘That from and afterthe thirtieth day of June, 1851, let- 
ters carried inthe mail of the United States shall be charged 
with the following rates of postage: On all letters not ex. 
ceeding halfan ounce in weight five cents, and forevery ad- 
ditional halfouncer fraction thereof, there shall be charged 


the like sum of five cents additional, and all drop letters 
two cents.”’ 

Mr. BROWN, (in continuation.) Mr. Chair- 
man, that rate of postage I am satisfied would sup- 
port and sustain an economical administration of 
the Post Office Department. ‘That Department is 
the only one in this Government which is managed 
with strict economy. And why? Because it is 
thrown upon its own resources. Each Postmaster 
General is ambitious; he is envious to show, by 
his annual report, that his administration of the 
Post Office Department has been as economical as 
that of his predecessors. Itmay be, and I believe 
it will be, found that in a few years we may be 
enabled to reduce the postage on letters to three 
cents; but I am for testing this by experiment; for 
adopting at this time a system that we are con- 
vineed, from data before us, will maintain and sup- 
port that Department of the Government, without 
throwing it upon the Treasury. If by anv system 
that you adopt, the expense of the Post Office De- 
partment is thrown upon the General Treasury, 
you tax the great agricultural districts of this 
countr® for the benefit of the cities—for the benefit 
of the mercantile and commercial interests of the 
country. 

Mr. Chairman, in the great cities of New York 
and Boston there are regularly-organized cheap 
postage associations. Under the auspices of this 
organization, printed petitions have been sent 
through all parts of the country, praying that Con- 
rress may reduce the rate of postage to two cents, 
These petitions are sent to merchants, lawyers, 
bankers, traders, and indeed to all who are in- 
terested in a reduction of postage. They are pre- 
sented to honest farmers in the country, with the 
question: Are you in favor of a reduced rate of 
postage? The answer they receive is, yes: but 
they take good care not to tell them that when they 
sign this petition they sign a petition which prays 
Congress to levy a tax upon them, to aid in sup- 
porting that system. 

Now, one of the chief arguments which has 
been urged by ‘the advocates of two and three 
cent postage, is the manner in which the reduction 
of postage in England has operated. There they 
have a uniform rate of two cents, under the 
penny postage system. Before the adoption of 
that system, the post office in England was looked 
upon as one of the sourcesof revenue; for, origin- 
ally, under the high postal system, it produced a 
revenue of $8,000,000 annually, but upon the re- 
duction what was the result? The result was, 
that instead of producing a revenue, it fell below 
the actual expenses of their postal system. 

The first year, the reduction was over four mil- 
lions of dollars. It is now in the neishborhood 
of two millions, and it will be remembered that 
their system is based on false estimates, because 
the reports which I have before me show that only 
the land mail service is charged to the Post Office 
Department proper. In England all mails that 
are carried upon water, whether carried by steam- 
boats or sailing vessels, for the shortest distance, 
are charged to the marine service of the country; 
and that in 1847 amounted to something near seven 
hundred thousand pounds sterling. Now, what is 
the system adopted in this country? All our steam- 
boat mail service is charged to the Post Office De- 

| partment, with two exceptions. We have a mail 
earried in steamboats from Washington to Acquia 
creek; if we followed the English system, that 
would be charged to the Navy. They call such 
service the home stations. 

Then it will be remembered that the English 
foreign postage is the highest foreign postage in 
| the world. The revenue arising from their foreign 
| postage is immense. Besides, they receive a reve- 
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For instance: a 
gentleman goes to the Post Office to deposit a letter 
containing money, and, in order that it may be 
transmitted safely, or at the risk of the Department, 
he is obliged to get it registered. For this he is 
charged a fee of one shilling, or twenty-four cents, 
which goes to make up the revenue of the Post 
Office Department. Now England isa small couné 
try, having only an area of about one hundred and 
sixteen thousand square miles. She has no unpro- 
ductive mail routes, Itisadensely-populated coun- 
try. There is notasingle mail route in all England 
that does not pay, or more than pay, its expenses, 
Such is not our condition. We have a wide- 
spread country, extending from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. And here let me say, thet I would 
make no difference between letters maiivd between 
Philadelphia and New York, and those conveyed 
to the extremest portion of the Union; and Iw ould 
not inquire whether the routes supported them- 
selves, as is the practice of the Department. his 
is a false system. It is the great terminating, and 
not the intermediate points that pay. I can take 
hundreds of cases in illustration of this: 
stance, the mail route extending from Louisville, 
in Kentucky, to Vincennes, in the State of Indiana. 
If you examine the receipts of that rout 
will find that they do not more than one 
one twentieth part— support that line. And what 
is carried by that line? Why, the great east- 
ern mail from the eastern States to St. Louis: and 
itis the same with regard to the great southern 
line, which passes through the States of Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama, to New Orleans. The compar son between 
England and this country fails in another particu- 
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t¢ ntl = 


lar. England is densely populated in her agri 
cultural districts. The inhabitants there are prin- 
cipally tenants. The landlords live in the cities, 
and the sons of the tenants go to work in the com- 
mercial marts of the country, in 
&e., a constant communication ts kept up be- 
tween the landlord and tenant, and also betwes n 
the tenant and the 
familv who are engaged in other portions of the 
island. But itis not so in the agricultural dis- 
tricts of our country. Here the farmer, with his 
family around him, livesina state of almost patri- 


manufactories, 


scattered members of his 


archal simplicity, and seldem has an opportunity 
of either reading or writing letters. This reduce 
tion of the postage will not, therefore, very greatly 
facilitate or increase the number of letters he will 
write, or tend to enlarge the amount of his episto- 
lary correspondence. : 

Now, I propose, Mr. Speaker, to make the rate 
of postage uniform throughout the Union, at five 
cents. 

The three cent system, if adopted, will re juire 
about a million of dollars from the Treasury. 
Major Hobbie, in 1849, made a very careful, and 
what I regard as the very best.report that has been 
made upon that subject. It was hased upon his 
long experience as an officer of that Department. 
He shows there by estimates, that if the three cent 
system were adopted, and the franking privilege 
abolished, and Government paid annually the post- 
age upon all mail matter sent out from the public 
offices and Departments of Government, that for 
the first year it would require a million of dollars 
to be appropriated from the National Treasury. 

There is now an accumulation, or rather there 
will beat the end of the present fiscal year, of some- 
thing more than one million of gollars surplus reve- 
nue in the Post Office Department, and that will 
require to be appropriated, or at least a very large 
proportion of it will necessarily be used, for the 
maintenance of the Post Office Department, if you 
reduce the rates of postage as proposed to five cents 
ner letter uniform. With this balance, and by the 
Government making the annual appropriation to 
pay forthe transmission of theirown matter through 
the mails, a uniform system of five cents postage 
can be adopted, and the Treasurer never be called 
upon for a single cent to support the Post Office 
Department. And to this standard, in my opinion, 
it will be our interest, both in view of economy 
and convenience, to come. We should so arrance 
and regulate the postal machinery of the country, 
that the Department shal! never look to any other 
source than its own proper revenue for its sup- 
port and maintenance. In doing this, if I made 
ary further reduction, | would make it upon the 
newspapers of the country. Our people at the 
| present moment enjoy the luxury of a newspaper 
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at less expense, and subject to less taxation, than 
any other people in the world. And for the pur- | 
pose of maintaining, encouraging, and supporting 
the local press of the country, | would make all 
newspapers free of postage in the counties in which 
they are published, 

There are several proposals in reference to the 
postage of newspapers now before the committee, 
some proposing Congressional districts, some pro- 
posing 4 circuit within thirty miles, and others of 
within fifty miles of the place of publication, and 
others within the limits of the State. But I have 
looked at this subject, Mr, Chairman, very care- 
fully, and the only conclusion to which it was pos- 
sible to come, in my mind, which will operate 
justly, is to make all newspapers free of postage 
in the counties where they are published. would 
make a distinction between the papers published 
in the State, and those published out of it, for the 
purpose of encouraging the local press. 

Now, since the establishment of the telegraph 
system, it is of increased interest to the peo- 
ple to encourage the press of their own particular 
States. Formerly, before we had that new and 
extraordinary mode of communication, it was our 
interest to take the papers of the great eastern 
cities for the purpose of obtaining the earliest in- 
tellizence of foreign events, of markets, &c. But 
now that the telegraph communicates these im- 
portant events to us, fromthe most distant parts 
of the country, with incredible speed and cer- 


tainty, the news becomes stale and old before it can | 


reach us in the West by the papers of the eastern 
States. Every local country newspaper can give 
quicker and later intelligence, and it therefore be- 
comes doubly our interest to support the country 
preas. I would make the rate of postage on 
newspapers such that, in payment, change could 
always readily be made. I would strike out the 
half cent, and would either make it one cent within 
the State, and two cents without it, or place it ata 
uniform rate of one cent. The half cent rate of 
postage has, | believe, proved generally a very 
great loss to the Government, postmasters being 
unable to make the change. I am opposed to 
coming below five cents for the postage upon 
letters. 

In the Southwest and West, we have no change 
less-than five cents. The bill now under the con- 
sideration of the committee, to which the gentle- 
man from Ohio has offered an amendment, proposes 
to introduce a new coin. That coin might, and 
no doubt would be very readily adopted, and be 
introduced with facility in the great commercial 
eastern cities—in the great marts of commerce 
and trade; but it would be very difficult to intro- 
duce such a coin into the West and Southwest, in 
fact into any portion of the widely-extended agri- 
cultural districts of the country. 

In the cities, and with commercial men, the sys- 
tem of stamps would answer very well, and would 
doubtless be a great’advantage. But in the great 
agricultural and rural districts, there would, and 
could be no real advantage practically derived from 
the introduction of stamps. The people there 
have not got them, and indeed they would not 
provide themselves with them, and the postmaster 
Fimselt. it is almost certain, will not make the 
change. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, in reference to our i res- 
ent reduced system of postage, | was a member of 
Congress and of this aan. when that reduced 
rate was adopted. I had then very strong doubts 
about its efficiencyfand I did not vote in favor of 
it. Leconfess that have been happily disappointed 
in the expectations I had formed of its practical 
results: it has so far worked well. The bret year 
of the present system there was a falling off in the 
revenue, amounting to a little less than $300,000. 
The very next year this falling off was reduced to 
about $25,000, and the following year the system 
resuNed in producing a revenue, that has since, 
each succeeding year, been gradually increasing 
until the present time. 

Rut there is another thing that should be taken 
intoconsideration in diseussing this question, and in 
calculating the amount of revenue actually derived 
by the Post Office Department. All the expenses 
of the Post Office Department proper, the fees and 
salaries of the Postmaster General and of his 
clerks, are not paid out of the revenues of the | 
Past Office Department, but they come out of the 
Treasury. The expenses of the agents are paid 
out of the revenue proper. Then, besides this, we | 


j 


have our great mail line from New York, by New || 
Orleans and Havana, to Chagres, and across the || 


peninsula, and from Panama to California, the || (Mr. Burr) reported 


expenses of which are not paid out of the Post 
Office Department proper. 
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So the committee rose, and the Speaker hay ing 
resumed the chair, the chairman of ~ 


the committee 


rogress. 
On motion by Mr. bOPTER, the bill and the 


This is a contract of | various amendments thereto were ordered to be 


the Navy Department, and is paid out of the Navy | printed, and then. 


appropriations, 

At the end of the present contract, I have no 
doubt Congress will place this line upon a similar 
footing as the mail line to Bremen. 

They will doubtless also place Collins’s line 
from New York to Liverpool upon the same basis, 
and require that the expenses be paid out of the 
revenues of the Post Office Department proper. 

In making our proposed reductions we should | 
make the proper calculations for all the additional 
expenditures which must necessarily come upon | 
us. We have of necessity to consider, that if we | 
reduce the rates of postage to three cents, we shall 





On motion, the House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, gave notice, under the 


| rule, of his intention to move for leave to introduce a bil] of 


the following title : 
‘*A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, manufactur. 
ing, and al] the branches of indastry, by granting to every 


man who is the head of a family and a citizen of the Upj- 
ted States, a homestead of 160 acres of land out of the pub. 


| lie domain, upon condition of occupancy and cultivation of 


the same, for the period herein specified.” 
By Mr. REED: A bill to grant five hundred thousand 
acres of the public land to the Hempfield and Ohio Railroad. 
By Mr. McCLERNAND: Bill granting to the States of 


| Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, the right of way through the 


also equally reduce the commissions of all post- | public lands, and for other purposes. 


masters in the country. We must, even if we | 
have no increased revenue accruing to the Depart- 
ment, most certainly increase the amount of labor || 
in the various offices. For how, Mr. Chairman, 
do you get the additional revenue which it is sup- 
posed would result from the practical adoption of | 
the proposed reduction in the rates? Obviously 
the deficiency must be supplied by the increased || 
number of letters that will be transmitted; and if 
you increase the number of letters you propor- || 
tionately increase the weight of the mail, and con- | 
sequently increase, also, the amount of labor to 
be performed by the Post Office officials. You 
increase everything in connection with the work- 
ing of the Post Office Department. 

With these results, you cannot surely be sur- 
prised if you find your postmasters generally re- 
signing. Without an increase of remuneration 
they cannot afford to pay for the increased number 
of clerks the increase of labor this Deparment | 
will require. Indeed, they would be under the 
necessity, in such circumstances, with their present 
commissions, of surrendering their offices: and in 
such a predicament, what could Congress do? 
Congress must in justice increase their commis- 
sions to keep them in their places; and as you 
increase their commissions, it is palpable you cor- 
respondingly decrease the revenues of the Depart- 
ment. 

However, the experiment, so far as practically | 
tested, has worked exceedingly well—much better | 
than, as I have before said, I had at one time an- 
ticipated. I am in favor of testing this system 
properly, but not rashly. Let us gradually bring» 
about the reduction that, I am sure, every man 
must personally desire. Let us proceed by de- | 
crees; for if we once reduce the rates of postage, 
if we once throw the Post Office Department upon 
the Treasury for support, it will be very difficult 
to get it back again. If it is found that a five ente 
postage system produces in the course of a few | 
vears,as it may,and I think it probably will do, an 
increase in the actual revenue of this Department, 
why then it is an exceedingly easy matter to 
adopt any further reduction that may be desired, | 
or anpear practicable. 

Whatever may be the effect, the people (and 
this Government is essentially one of the neople) 
will not consent to a reduction in their mail facili- | 
ties. They cannot be reduced. They will, and 
must he increased according to the corresponding 


increase in the wants and the business of the coun- || 


try, even should they, as is exceedingly probable, | 
have to be paid out of the Treasury: and I warn 
gentlemen who are desirous of not imposing a tax 
upon the constituents, by the reduction of the 
rates of postage to so low a standard, to be cau- 


| land to 


| 


By Mr. HAYMOND: A bill to set apart a million of 


| acres of land to aid Virginia in the construction of her Vir- 
| ginia and Tennessee Railroad, and her Central Railroad. 





PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of A. H. Conant 
and of other citizens of Geneva, Kane county, Illinois, in 
favor of a Congress of Nations, to settle all disputes between 
nations. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of L. Scott & Co., 
with others, publishers of periodicals, on the subject of re- 


| form in the rates of postage. 


By Mr. HOWE: roe of the Hon. John Dick, 
and 36 others, citizens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to establish a post route from Cleveland, 
Ohio, via Euclid and other intermediate towns, to Mead- 
ville, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin, and 44 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsyjgania, praying Congress 
to repeal, immediately, the fugitif@Plave law. 2 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The memorial of B. 
M. Drake, P. B. January, and others, praying for a grant of 

Fayette Female Academy, in Jefferson county, 
Mississippi. 

By Mr. GERRY: The memorial of John R- Bond, for 

compensation for services as acting purser. 





IN SENATE. 


Wepnespay, December 18, 1850. 
Mr. Briecut, from the State of Indiana, and 


| Mr. Sours, from the State of Louisiana, appeared 


i} 


in their seats to-day. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
A message was received from the House of 
epresentatives by Mr. Younga, their Clerk: 


Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have 
passed the resolution from the Senate for the appointment 


| of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of Henry 
Dwight and other Son voters of Geneva, New 
York, praying the adoption of measures for the 
peaceable adjustment of international controversies; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of the ad- 
ministrator of Gerard Wood, deceased,asurgeon’s 
mate during the revolutionary war, asking to be 
allowed commutation pay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of the le- 
gal voters of Kane county, in the State of Illinois, 
asking the adoption of measures for the peaceable 
adjustment of international controversies; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted additional documents 
in relation to the claim of Lewis Ralston; which, 
with his memorial on the files of the Senate, were 





tious how they ceive their votes for this new experi- 
ment. The deliberation of this House should be 
characterized by careful investigation: and IT trust 
we may not hastily pass any bills the results of | 
which have not heen fully and fairly calculated, | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I entirely 
agree with the gentleman who has last addressed 
us. 

Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) 
permission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I | 
will move that the committee rise, with a view to 
an adjournment. 


Mr. THOMPSON. Very well; I will yield | 


the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the committee now | 
rise: And the onestion heing taken, there were 64 | 
in the affirmative, and 43 in the negative. 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial from the 
late and present registers and receivers of the 
land office at Kalamazoo, in the State of Mich- 
igan, asking additional compensation for locating 
military land warrants; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of George 


With the | Taylor, asking indemnity for spoliations made by 


the French prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. : 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the petition of Rob- 
ert Jamison and Benjamin Williamson, asking 
compensation for their services in carrying the 
mail; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. i 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition from petty 
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1850. 
officers and seamen on board the United States 
steamer Missouri at the time of her destruction by 
fre, asking compensation for clothing lost by that 
catastrophe; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. é 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial signed by 
members of the bar of the District of Columbia, 
asking that the salary of the Judge of the Crimi- 
nal Court of said District may be increased; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial of David 
3utler, late a military storekeeper, representing 
that injustice has been done him in the proceedings 
of a court-martial, and asking such redress as 
Congress may think proper to grant; which was 
eferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, a petition from citizens of Columbus, in 
the State of Mississippi, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered 
that the petition of Dr. Samuel White, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

THE COMPROMISE IN MARYLAND. 

Mr. PEARCE, Mr. President, I present to the 
Senate the report of a committee, which was 
adopted unanimously by the Maryland Reform 
Convention, on the late acts of Congress forming 
the compromise, which during the last session of 
Congress were before this body. I ask that it 
be read. 

The Secretary read the report as follows: 


r 


“* Whereas the Constitution of the United States was de- | 
signed more effectudlly to secure the civil and political 1] State, I move that they be printed for the use of 
rights of the citizens of every part of the Union, and espe- || ‘ 


cially to protect their persons and property as well in other 
States as in the State in which they might reside ; and 
whereas amongst the rights of property there was none 
more generally known or more distinctly recognized than 
that of holding slaves; and whereas the peculiar risk of 
Joss to which this species of property was exposed was so 
obvious, and the absolute necessity of a suitable provision 
to guard against it so universally felt, that no one hesitated 
to acknowledge that without such provision the Union 
could not have been framed; and whereas certain persons 
in various portions of the Union, instigated by a spirit of 
fanaticism, have combined for the purpose of openly resist 

ing and defying the guarantees of the Constitution and laws 
by which alone the slaveholding States can be assured of 
the rightful possession and just protection of their property, 
we, the members of the Convention of Maryland, lately 
elected from the body of the people, and intimately ac- 
quainted with their feelings and opinions, deem it proper 
to declare, in calm and deliberate terms, what we belicve 
to be their views in relation to the exciting subjects to 
which we have referred : and do, therefore, 

“Ist. Resolve, That the Constitution of the United States 
has accomplished all the objects, civil and political, which 
its most sanguine framers and friends anticipated; and that 
the affections of the people of Maryland are justly riveted 
to its principles by the memory of the sacrifices of the wise 
and good men who framed it, as well as by the blessings it 
has so liberally dispensed to our country. 

“Od. That a proper appreciation of these blessings should 
lead every State in the Union to adopt all such measures as 
may from time to time be necessary to give complete and 
full effect to any provision of the Constitution or of the 


laws pursuant thereto, intended for the protection of any | 


portion of this great family of States. 

‘* 3d. That while we do not conceal that the several acts 
of Congress, passed at their late session, relating to the ad- 
mission of California, to the territorial governments of 
Utah and New Mexico, to the adjustment of the boundary 
of Texas, to the prohibition of the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and te the reclamation of fugitives from 
labor, do not, tothe extent we desired, meet the just de- 
mands of the South, nevertheless, viewing these several 
acts as parts of an entire system, to be adhered to and 
maintained as a-whole, proceeding on the basis of compro- 
mise, and intended, bya permanent adjustment of so many 
entical questions, to heal the public agitations and perpet- 
uate the Umon, they have received our acquiescence, and 
have inspired us with admiration of those eminent states 
men who, rising above the influence of party and sectional 


THE CON 


| 


7 





GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


77 





————e 








tives from labor; and upon the citizens of every State we 
would anxiously urge the absolute necessity of maintaining 
and enforcing each and gil the measures of adjustment 


| adopted at the last session of Congress. 


Sth. That, of the aforesaid series of laws, that intended 
to insure the restoration of fugitives from labor is the only 
one professing to protect the peculiar rights and institutions 
of the southern States from the mischievous hostility of a 
wicked fanaticism in other portions of the Union, is but a 
tardy and meagre measure of compliance with the clefr, 
explicit, and imperative injunctions of the Constitution, and 
holds out the only hope that the protection which the South 
was authorized to expect from the Union of the States to 
this species of property will be afforded to them; and, being 
the chief inducement to the South for its accession to the 
compromise, the repeal of that law or the failure to enforce 
its provisions, could only be regarded as evidence of a de- 
termined purpose in other States to yiolate the sacred charter 
of our rights, or a want of ability” in the General Govern 
ment to enforee the laws made for our protection, and in 
either event there would be a failure to comply with the 
solemn obligations which give to the Constitution its chiet 


| value and binding force, and which could not be violated 


| or deliberately evaded without leading to a dissolution of 


the Union.” 

[Signed E. FP. Chambers, Chairman, James R. Hope- 
well, A. Randall, George W. Weems, William D. 
Merrick, James M. Buchanan, Edward Liovd, John 
Dennis, Louis McLane, William. Tuck, William 
Grason, L. L. Dirickson, Samuel M. Magraw, R. 
C. Carter, Lewis P. Fiery, Washington Waters, 
W.M. Hollyday, Jacob Shower, Robert J. Brent, 
John D. Gaither, and Wm. T. Goldsborough. } 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, these resolu- 


| tions do not proceed from the Legislature of the 
| State of Maryland, but they were unanimously 


passed by a body of the highest dignity in the 


| State—the Convention appointed to revise the 


Constitution of the State of Maryland. As they 


| have the unanimous assent of that body, and as 


| 





that body reflects the feelings of the people of that 


the Senate. . 
The PRESIDENT. The question of printing 


| must go to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senate will act upon 
the motion at this time. I know the resolutions 
of State Legislatures do not go to that committee. 


The PRESIDENT. They are specially ex- 


| cepted by the r 


Mr. PEARC res, sir; and I hope, by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, the reference 
may be dispensed with in this ease. 

There being no objection, the motion to print 


was agreed to. 
| 


THE COAST SURVEY. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before 
the body a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting the report of the Su- 
perintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 


| progress of that work during the year ending the 


| 30th of November, 1850; which was read. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and printed. 

The motion to refer was afterwards withdrawn, 
and the motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted a motion that five 


| thousand five hundred additional copies be printed, 


| five hundred of which to be for the use of the Su- 


perintendent of the Coast Survey. 
The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
message of the President in relation to the African 


| slave trade, reported in favor of printing the mes- 


considerations, periled their well-earned reputation for the | 


enduring welfare of their country. 

“4th. That the vigorous cod faithful execution by the 
General Government of all laws made in pursuance of the 
Constitution, is its primary duty, and affords the only se- 
curity for the just protection of the rights and property of 
the citizens and for the permanency of the Union; and it 
is equally the duty of all good citizens to encourage and 
support the officers of the Government in the execution of 
the laws, and to discountenance and rebuke the efforts of 


those who seek to subvert them ; and while, therefore, we | 


entertain every proper confidence in the ability and deter- 
mination of the Chief Magistrate of the Union faithfully 
to perform his duty in the present crisis, and take the op- 
portunity to tender to him our assurances that in any emer- 
geney that should require it he may safely rely upon the 
cordial codperation of the people of Maryland, we cannot 
withhold the warmest expression of our firm and continued 


reliance upon the patriotism of those of our countrymen, | 
in all sections of the Union, who have fearlessly asserted | 


the constitutional rights @f the South ; and, in view of the 
calamities which must ensue if those rights continue to be 
violated, we would 
the non-slaveholdi 


of enacting such laws as will facilitate the recovery of fugi- 


stly suggest to the governments of 
tes the propriety and impcrtance 


| sage and documents; and the report was con- 
curred in. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was or- 
dered that one thousand five hundred additional 
copies of the message and documents be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill to change 
| the time for holding the criminal court in the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, reported back the same without 

amendment. 


| 
BINDING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 

| ing, reported the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
| to have bound, in a manner superior to the ordinary bind 

ing of congressional documents, the volume made up by 

the “ Reports of the Secretary of War,”’ &c., of which three 
thousand additional copies were ordered by the Senate on 
| the 24th July, 1850 B spear the cost of said binding shall 

not exceed thirty certs a copy. . . 


Mr. BORLAND. It is proper to say one or 
two words in explanation of this resolution. The 


reports of the Secretary of War were ordered to 
be printed, and three thousand additional copies 
were ordered of that document. Upon examina 
tion, it 1s found that these r¢ ports are accompanied 
with a laree number of beautifull y-executed plates; 
and the committee deem them of sufficient excel- 
lence and value to have them bound in better style 
than such dBJcuments have been bound heretofore. 
They have therefore directed me to ask the pas 
sage of this res lution, that these p! ites may be 
prese rved with great care. Task for the consid 
eration of the resolution at this time. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
before the Senate for consideration. 

Mr. W ALKER. I am inclined to think that 
the resolution has been unfortunately worded. It 
requires that the binding shall be done in a man 
ner superior to the ordinary bindjng of Congres- 
sional documents, provided the cost shall not ex 
ceed thirty cents a copy. I believe the binding on 
the pre sent plan would cost twe lve and i halfcents 
Pp! Here, then, is a range from tw 
anda half to thirty cents per copy, with the sim 
ple provision that the binding shall be ** superior” 


per copy. 


to the ordinary binding. I think some more defi 
nite provision should be made as to the style in 
whith the work should be executed. 


Mr. BORLAND I am not at all tenacious as 


to the phraseology employed to accomplish the 
desired object. If the Senator from W iscons ) 
will suggest any terms more appropriate, | will 


with pleasure accept them. The object of the 
committee is to secure good binding. 

Mr. WALKER. Having but just heard the 
resolution read, I have h id no time to think what 
would be the best form of expression, and hence 
I should prefer that the res lution lie over until 
to-morrow. I am well satisfied that unless the 
binding is more clearly defined we shall have the 
maximum charge, and the minimum quality of 
work within the terms of the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from Wiscon 
sin will ceive me his attention for a moment I may 
sueceed in removing his objection, and the reso- 
lution may then be at once disposed of. I hold 
in my hand a specimen of the binding which may 
be done at thirty cents. It is a verv neat style; 
it haus been submitted as a specimen of the zgay 
ee he *k shall beedone: but j ‘é 
in which the work shall betdone; but it is ft i 
ble that the Secretary may be able to procure the 
binding at even a less rate. I think, therefore, 
that the phraseology of the resolution may with 
propriety be left without alteration. 

Mr. W ALK ER. I pre fer that the resol tron 
shall he over. 

The motion for its immediate consideration was 
therefore withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu 
tion; which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the thirty-third rule of the Senate be 
amended in that part of the rule which relates to the Com 
mittee on Printing, as follows: Ineertafterthe word “Sea 
ate’’ the following words, *“‘and excepting also messages 
and other communications from the President of the United 
States, and such reports and communications from the 
Heads of Departments as may be made to Congress or to 
the Senate in obedience to law or in answer to calla from 
the Senate;” and also insert after the word “ Legislatures”’ 
these words: “‘ or conventions lawfully called.”’ 

EXTRA PAY TO ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
act of September 28, 1850, as to extend the benefit of its 
provision for extra pay to officers and soldiers serving in 
Oregon and California, to those who served in that district 

anterior to the date of the aforementioned aet. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, in offering this 
resolution I wish to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the meritorious claim of the officers and 
men who served in California and Oregon whom 
it is intended to relieve. Their pay was utterly 
. . , ewe 4 > = 
insufficient to meet their expenses. The officers 
and their families had to perform the most menial 
services, owing to the high wages of labor. Gen- 
eral Riley could not employ a cook for his family, 
the wages charged being greater than his pay. The 
amiable and estimable lady of his Adjutant Gen- 

> . ' ¢ . ’ 
eral (Major Can!y) supported his famuly by copy- 
ing papers for the Convention. At a dining party 
civen by one of his aids, (Captain Westecott,) at 
which I was present, his wife and her sister waited 
upon the fruests. Brevet Colonel Casey. in com- 
mand of @ regiment, entertained me at his quar- 
ters,on board of a miserable old ship at the wharf 
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at Benicia, the dinner and supper having been 
cooked by his beautiful and accomplished lady, 
and placed before us to help ourselves. 1 could 
name numerous other instances of peculiar hard- 
ship, bat | hope I have said enough to induce early 
and prompt action on the subject by the Senate. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF LAND OFFICE Report. 
Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


; 
j 


Ordered, That five thousand extra copies of the report of | 


the Commissioner of the General Land Office be printed— 
one thousand of whieh shall be for the use of the General 
Land Office. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill changing the places 
for holding the Cireuit and District Courts of the 
United States in the District of Vermont. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting to 
the State of Missouri a right of way and a por- 
tion of the public land for the purpose of aiding 
in making a railroad from St. Louis to the vwest- 
ern limits of said State; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PRATT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to increase 
the salary of the Judge of the Criminal Court of 


the District of Columbia; which was read twice | 


and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Charles D. Arfevedsen, late a Chargé d’Affaires 
ad interim of the United States at the Court of 
Norwav and Sweden; which was read a first and 


second time by its title and referred to the Com- | 


mitte on Foreign Relations, 
INSANE PATIENTS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 


Wuircoms on the 16th instant, was considered | 


and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior inform the 


Seyate of the number of insane persons at present supported | 


by United States in qhe Innatic asylums of Maryland ; 
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the cost of transporting the same from the District of Co- | 


lumbia, and the annual expense of each person. 
MISSION TO AUSTRIA. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cass on the 16th instant, came up for considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incom- | 


patible with the public interest, to communicate to the 
Senate copies of any correspondence, ifany has taken place, 
between the Department of State and the Austrian Chargé 


a’ Affaires, respecting the appointment or proceedings of the | 


agent sent out to examine and report upon the condition 
and prospects of the Hungarian people during their recent 
struggle for independence. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, let that resolution 
lie on the table for a day or two. I have received 
information from the Senator from Connecticut 
{Mr. Saern] which affords me pleasure, and I 


doubt not it will the Senate, as it may be an indi- | 


. ’ 
eation of the Executive action. I am informed that 


the Chareé d’Affaires to Vienna, Mr. McCurdy, 
though some time appointed, has not yet taken his 


departure. I hope, therefore, that this resolution 
will lie over for the present. 
It was laid over accordingly. 
AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 
The following resolution, reported by Mr. Hvun- 
rer, from the Committee on Finance, came up for 
consideration: 


« No amendment shall be received to any general appro- 
priation bill unless it be made to carry out the provisions of 


some existing law, or some act or resolution previously | 


passed by the Senate during that session, or in pursuance 
of an estimate from the head of some of the Departments ; 
and wo amendment shall be received whose object is to 


provide for a private claim, although the same may have 


been previously sanctioned by the Senate. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. GWIN gave’ notice that on Monday next | 


he would call up for consideration the bill to ascer- 


tain and settle the private land claims in the State | 


of California. 
REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution originally proposed by Mr. 
Bravery: 


i he 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been pre- 
ferred or filed in any of the Departments against individuals 
who have been removed from vffice since the 4th day of 
March last, with a specification of the cases, if any, in 
which the officers charged have had opportunity to be 
heard, and a statement of the number of removals “ade 
under each Department, including subordinates in’ 2us- 
tom-houses and other branches of the public service. 


For this resolution, when under consideration 
on the 12th instant, Mr. Brapsury substituted an 
amendment in these words: 

‘That the President be requested to cause to be laid be- 
fore the Senate a list of all the officers of the Government, 
who derived their appointment from the nomination of thre 


| President and the concurrence of the Senate, who have 


been removed trom office since the 4th day of March, 1849, 
denoting in each list thir names and grades and the dates 
of their removal; also a statement of the number of re- 
movals of other officers under each Department, including 
subordinates in the custom-houses and other branches of 
public service.”’ 

‘To this Mr. Unperwoop offered the following 
amendment, which is now the pending question: 

** And that the President be also requested to furnish the 
Senate with the number of removals which have taken 
place during eac#Administration in every Department of 
the Government sinee the 4th of March, 1825.”’ 


Mr. DAYTON. If no gentleman desires to 
speak on that resolution, | move to lay it on. the 
table, and on that I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I trust the Senator from 
New Jersey will withdraw that motion, in order 
to allow me to submit a few remarks. 

Mr. DAYTON. As the Senator desires to 
make some remarks, I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WHITCOMB addressed the Senate at some 
length in defence of General Lane, to whom al- 
lusion was made when this subject was last under 
consideration. His speech, which was sent for 
revision, will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I think it 
very probable that the prediction which I made as 
to the length of time this resolution will occupy is 
on the point of being verified. But | wish to say 
a word upon the matter to which the Senator from 
Indiana has referred, and I wy it to be under- 
stood that in any expressic “opinion I may 
make upon this occasion | antas disinterested as 
any gentleman on this floor. ‘The last Administra- 
tion was not a special favorite with me. Besides, 
Gen. Lane, I believe, was of North Carolina birth, 
and has many friends in that State, whom I have 
the honor to represent on this floor, and who sym- 
pathize in everything that is attached to him, or 
that can affect him in the slightest degree. He 
has been the ‘* Marion”’ of the Mexican war. If 
he deserves that reputation,.as | hope he does, it 







reflects a degree of honor upon his native State. | 


In reference to his removal from office, | would say 
that, according to my construction of Executive 
dutyand Executive self-respect, there was no alter- 
native left with the President of the United States 
but to remove him. Sir, if you were the President 
of the United States, or if | were the President, nei- 
ther of us, I am very sure, would hesitate to turn 
out from a position so highly honorable and re- 
sponsible any individual who acted as | understand 
General Lane to have acted. 
bered, that as far back as the battle of Buena Vista 
there were complaints made of some of the troops in 
the field. It seems to have been understood or in- 
ferred that General Taylor coéperated with those 
who expressed an opinion detrimental to the repu- 
tation of some of those troops. My recollection of 
this transaction is this, and I may stand corrected 
by any gentleman who knows facts better, that 
after the appointment of Gen. Lane as Governor 
of Oregon, for which position all his qualifications 
may have fitted him, i made a publication in an 
eminent degree vituperative of the late President of 
the United States. My opinion is, that that pub- 
lication went to the extent of impeaching the repu- 
tation of Gen. Taylor as a private gentleman. 

Sir, I suppose that if any man, hving or dead, 
in this country was above all imputations upon 
his personal honor or affecting his veracity, Gen- 
eral Taylor had that character as high as any man 
ever known in this country, the Father of his 
Country alone excepted. If that impeachment of 
his veracity was made, it was a reflection upon his 
personal honor; and if. he should have retained in 
an office so high, dignified, and responsible as the 
one held by General Lane, any individual that at- 
tempted to inflict such an injury upon him, he would 
have lost the regpect of many of the best friends 
had in the country. 





GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


It will be remem- | 


As to the report, I know nothing aboutit. As to |, 











General Lane’s merits, I am proud to thin 
very high. I would not remove a pebble 
foundation on which he stands, so as to weak 
his position before the public. But men of that 
peculiar temperament, who can distinguish then 
selves on the field of battle, may indulge in = 
marks that are highly reprehensible, and of ch 
they would be ashamed in their cooler mo; 
I put this matter upon this ground: if, in any pul 
eo 7 ) 
lications of his, General Lane went to the sates 
of impeaching the honor of General Taylor ar F 
private gentleman, upon the score of his veracity 
then the President owed it to himself, owed j; . 
his position, owed it to his friends, owed it to , 
proper degree of self-respect, to dispense with {) ; 
services of that officer. 6s 
In the bitterest political contests—and no men 
perhaps were assailed with more fierceness tha 
the late President and his Cabinet—I have ieee 
yet met the man who uttered an insinuation caleu- 


k then 


from the 


which 
nents, 


a 


lated to affect the personal honor of that venerable 
man—the late President of the United States. His 
private character is national property, and was the 
crowning glory of his brilliant and useful career 

Mr. CASS. When this matter was before the 
Senate a few days ago, the honorable Senator froy) 
Ohio said that I asked him if Colonel Weller 
would have been removed if he had been a Whic? 
He answered that he would. I wish now to read 
the law, and show that he would not have been 
removed if he werea Whig. A memorandum hes 
been given to me by the honorable Senator froni 
California, from which it appears that Colonel 
Weller left the United States on the 2d of March, 
left Panama on the 17th May, was removed on 
the 26th of June, and arrived at his station on the 
6th of July. 

Mr. GWIN. He arrived on the Ist of June, 
but the commission was not organized until the 
6th of July. 

Mr. CASS. Here is the law: 

“ Every officer or agent of the United States who shall 
receive public money which he is not authorized to retain 
as salary, pay, or emolument, shall render his accounts 
quarter yearly to the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury, with the vouchers necessary to the correct and 
prompt settlement thereof, within three months at least 
after the expiration of each successive quarter, if resident 


| within the United States, and within six months if resi 


dent in a foreign country: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to restrain the Secretaries of 
any of. the Departments from requiring such returns from 
any officer or agent, subject to the control of such Secre- 
taries, as the public interest may require.’ 


So that, according to the very terms of the law 


| on this subject, Colonel Weller was only to make 


ee reports, and then not until the end of 
the next quarter. This gentleman, then, was not 
in office the six months which the law gave him 
to make his report before he was removed. He 
was removed before he was actually in office six 
months. Hence the Senator was entirely wrone 
in saying that he would have been removed if he 
were a Whig. No chance was allowed him to 
render his accounts, and he was removed because 
he had not rendered them. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I was not in my 
seat in the Senate on Thursday last when the re- 


|, moval of Colonel Weller from the position of 


boundary commissioner was discussed by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa [Mr. Doper] and the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Ewine.] On being informed that 
the Senator from Ohio had given the reasons for 
the removal, I asked him to repeat them that I 
might know the exact grounds taken by that Sen- 
ator to justify the act. The Senator made a brief 
statement, to which I briefly replied. There were 
some issues of fact between us, arising on my part 
from being entirely unprepared for such a discus- 
sion, and no doubt the same cause operated with 
the Senator from Ohio. I conceive it to be due to 
Colonel W eller to give a more complete refutation 
to the charges-brought against him, and have ac- 
cordingly looked into the documents to which the 
Senator referred us, and the result of my exami- 
nation I will now lay before the Senate. In the 
first place I find from the published debates that 
the statement of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Ew- 
iNG,] in reply to the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. 
Dopeer,] is much more injurious to the character 
of Colonel Weller than what he said in answer to 
my inquiry. Heis reported in the National Intel- 
ligencer to have said as follows: 


** As to Colonel Weller, there Was difficulty with respect 
to him and the execution of his dw There was an appro- 
priation of 350,000 to commen e boundary survey. 
That whole sum was expended, in addition to that, as 
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>. 
as could be asce?ftained, some twenty or twenty-five 
i dollars were drawn for, and no more work was 
done by hin than simply to fix the initial point on the Ba 
sfe coast; that is, te measure two marine leagues south 
an Bay of San Diego, erect a rough monument there, 
- i to find the point of junction of the Gila and the Colo- 
ak The services performed bore no just relation to the 
expenditure. In addition to that, there were heavy com- 
plaints against him trom those that were with him on the 
commission of inefficiency and want of attention to his 
duty. All these things, and more, appear frour the papers 
accompanying the reports pres@hted to the Senate, and 
gentlemen, if they please to do it, can read and understand 


far 
thousan 


them. . : 
«| have said thus much, however, not because [ wish to 


vo into particulars, for I do not feel disposed to do that on 
a general challenge. I wantto deal with no man’s character; 
hut, because the case of Colonel Weller was distinetly and 
specifically put, I could not remain silent without seeming 
to admit What was so pointedly alleged.” 

\|though the Senator says that he wants to deal 
with no man’s character, yet he has made a terri- 
ble onslaught upon Colonel Weller’s, and with 
what justice the following statement will show. 

In the first place, he says the appropriation for 
commencing the boundary survey was $50,000, 
and that Colonel Weller had expended the whol@ 
sum, ‘and in addition to that, as far as could be 
ascertained, some twenty or twenty-five thousand 
dollars were drawn for’’ by him. This is the 
charge, and here is the refutation, made by T. 
Ewing, as Secretary of the Interior, in his report 
of the 28th February, 1850: 

“The sum appropriated by the act of Congress of August 
}2, 1848, towards defraying the «xeenses of running and 
marking the boundary line betw.cn the United States 
and Mexico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
WES. ccaceacses patti céeaheaks padhdesteaoued ecscese O50,000 
Of this appropriation Colonel Weller’s 

drafts have been paid to the amount of $33,325 
Drafts have also been presented, but not 

yet paid, to the amount Of............. 
Making the whole amount for which drafts 


14,000 


have been recejved, paid, and unpaid. . 47,325 
Leaving of the appropriation a balance of $2,675 


Here it is proved by the Senator himself, while 
acting as Secretary of the Interior, that, instead 
of having expended the whole sum of $50,000 
and drawn for twenty or twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars more, Colonel Weller never had but $33,325, 
and drew drafts for $14,000 more, which were pro- 
tested, and remained under protest for many 
months, prostrating his credit as an officerand man, 
and subjecting him to heavy pecuniary loss. How 


are these extraordinary statements from the same | 


source to be reconciled? 

See, again, how disparagingly the Senator speaks 
of the important services rendered to the country 
by Colonel Weller and his associates in closing 
the most difficult part of the labor to be performed 
in running this boundary line. He says all that 
was done was ‘‘ simply to fix the initial point on 
‘the Pacific coast; that is, to measure two marine 
‘leagues south of the bay of San Diego, erect a 
‘rough monument there, and find the point of 
‘junction of the Gilaand Colorado.” The Sen- 
ator would induce us to believe that this was a 
light job but see what the able associates of Col. 
Weller on the commission, Major Emory, the as- 
tronomer, and Mr. Gray, thesurveyor, who with 
their assistants did the work, say on the subject: 

“The surveys and measurements for defining upon the 
ground the southernmost point of this port, the marine 
league, and the initial point upon the Pacific, as referred to 
in the treaty, and also the survey for the settlement of the 
iniddle of the Rio Gila where it unites with the Colorado, 
| have completed. An entire reconnoissance and explora- 
tion, with distances determined and topography taken, I 
have also made of the country approximate to the line be- 
tween the Pacifie and the mouth of the Gila, being that por- 
tion of the boundary separating Upper from Lower Cali- 
fornia, (very nearly one hundred and thirty miles in a 
Straight line.) Plans of the two extremes of this line, with 
the topography and the country in their vicinity, I have pro- 
jected and drawn from my triangulations and surveys, both 
of which have been authenticated by the signing of the same 
by the commissioners and surveyors appointed under the 
treaty.*? 

This is the statement of Mr. Gray, in a lett 

‘ . re 
dated February 20th, 1850, and addressed to hon- 
orable Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Interior, 
Washington city. In another communication, 
dated March 1, Mr. Gray says: 

“My triangulations, surveys, and reconnoissances kept 
along with those of the Mexican commission, chiefly from 
the fact that the assistants did the ordinary work of em- 
ployees. The high rate of wages demanded by laborers, with 
the almost impossibility of procuring any at San Diego, was 
anticipated from the existing state of things in California, 
and hence the advantages derived, under the circumstances, 
from the above persons being on the work.”? 

The following is the statement of Major Emory: 

“The boundary is an astronomical line, from the initial 


point on the Pacific to the junction of the Gila and Colo- | 


THE CON 





rado. The determination of this line requires the highest 
exercise of geodetic and astronomical skill combined. [tis 


| not the work of a day or a month. The precise latitude and 


longitude of the two extremities Were to be determined, or 
rather the difference of latitude and longitude between the 
two points; with this data the azimuth of the line was to 
be computed. Now, the latitude and longitude of these 
two points were determined by a series of elaborate obser 
vations, running trom the 20th July to the middle of No 
vember. Then an exchange of results took place, and the 
chief astronomer on the American side deduced the azi 
muth or direction of the line and proceeded to mark it on 
the face of the earth. This determination was accepted 
by the Mexican commission. The line was then begun to 
be run and marked, and was pursued with difficulty, from 
the rugged nature of the country, but still more from the ab 
sence of funds. The Government not only failed to send 
the funds voted by Congress, and promised in the letter of 
the Secretary of the Interior, dated April 19th, but with 
drew trom the officer in charge of the commission his mil- 
itary command, which, alter November, was the only 
means leit to prosecute the work. This officer was then 
lett without anything, and he was compelled to carry on the 
work by borrowing money at One place, horses at another, 
and provisions at another. 

**'This line is completed and accepted by the Mexican 


| commission, and nothing remains but the erection of the 


monuments. But whether the monuments arise or not, the 
line is irrevocably fixed trom beginning w end, and forms 
the most important part of the whole boundary—the most 
important politically and geographically, and that part in 
yolving the highest, and indeed the only high science. 

“Not a cent was ever given to the people who stood 
faithfully by this work under all the excitement of gold; 
but, on the contrary, they were cruelly decerved and duped. 
The Secretary of the Interior ordered the officer in charge 
of the commission to reorganize it. He did reorganize 
it, and reported the result, as appears in his two jetters 
dated March and April 2d, published by the Senate, (Part 
il.) This, after being approved, was practically repudia 
ted, first, by the failure to send the promised funds; and, 
secondly, by the failure of the then Secretary to exhibit to 
the new Commissioner this list, in consequence of wiich 
they were thrown overboard, after having sacrificed all 
their golden visions to a sense of duty.”’ 

After reading these statements, what must be 
thought of the statement of the Senator that ‘‘ the 
service performed bore no just relation to the ex- 
penditure?’”? The Senator mistakes the distance; 
it is one instead of two marine leagues south of the 
yay of San Diego. Again, he says: ** In addition 
bay of San Diego. A l In addit 
to that, there were heavy complaints against him 
from those that re with him on the commission 
of inefficiency and want of attention to his duty;”’ 
in proof of which he says, ‘* All these things, and 
more, appear from the papers accompanying the 
reports presented to the Senate, and gentlemen, 
if they please to do it, can read and understand 
them.’’ I have read these reports to find some- 
thing to sustain these allegations, but I find noth- 
ing. Here they are, and | challenge the Senator 
to point out any paper sustaining them. W ho 
among his associates on the commission com- 
plained of him? I wish to know their names, and 
of what they complain. Let his enemies on the 
commission, if he had any, speak out, and they 
will be promptly met, and their charges refuted. 

Again: the Senator, in reply to a request of mine 
to repeat the statement he had made, says: 

« When the account was received it was ascertained that 
the whole amount of money (350,000) had been expended, 
and the only work done up to that time was the fixing of the 
point of departure upon the Pacific coast; that is, two ma 
rine leagues south of San Diego, and fixing the point of 
junedon of the Gila and Colorado. That was the report 
received prior to the time of his removal.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, I will turn to these re- 
yorts, sent to the Senate by T. Ewing, Secretary 
of the Interior, and see how this statement tallies 
with the facts therein set forth. In Senate Docu- 
ment No. 34, page 9, I find the following letters. 
I will observe that the date of the letter to Colonel 
Frémont, appointing him commissioner, is by 
mistake printed the 20th, instead of the 26th, of 
June, 1849, the correct date. Here are the letters 
to Colonels Frémont and Weller: 

* DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
‘ Wasuineron, June 20, 1849. 

“Sir: The President having thought proper to appoint 
you Commissioner on the part of the United States for run- 
ning and marking the boundary line under the fifth article of 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, | transmit your commis- 
sionin that character. You will also reeeive herewith a 
copy of the severai instructions which this Department has 
addressed to your predecessor. It is no® considered that 
you will need any further instructions at this time. I would, 
however, invite your special attention to the necessity of the 
regular transmission of your accounts and vouchers for their 
settlement at the Treasury Department, as those instruc- 
tions require. Any drafts, also, which you have occasion 
to draw on account of the expenses of the commission, 

must be addressed to the Secretary of State and not to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ‘ . 

** You will also forward to this Departmenta full list of 
the persons (other than military or naval) in (he service of 
the commission on our part, with the rates of compensation 
allowed to each; and will apprise the Department of any 
changes therein which may from time to time take place. 
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* Your compensation, as well as that of your predecessor, 
will be settled by Congress at their n@xt session. 
** 1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“JOHN M. CLAYTON. 


“To J. C. Fremont, Esg., 
* San Francisco, California.” 
** DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
“ Wasutvetror, June 26, 1849. 

“Sir: Your letter from Panama, under date of 20th 
March last, marked No. 1, has been received. 

*“Itisto be regretted that you should have omitted to 
comply with that part of your instructions which requires 
you to furnish the Department with a list of the persons em 
ployed to assist you in the discharge of your duties. In the 
absence of such a list, and of the statemeut of the compen- 
sation stipulated to be allowed to each person, it is impos 
sible for the Department to form an estimate of the probable 
expenses of the commission. 

‘** Your instructions also direct you to transmit your ac 
count of those expenses at the close of every quarter, with 
the vouchers requisite for adjustment of the account at the 
Treasury. The first quarter since your appomtment expired 
on the 3lst of March last, but, although large sums had been 
advanced to you previously to that time, no account or 
vouchers in support thereof have yet been received from 
you. Under these circumstances, the Department has 
deemed it necessary to suspend the payment of your drafts, 
of which amemoranduin is subjoined. 

“ The President having thought proper to appoint Mr. J 
C. Frémont the Commissioner on the part of the United 
States to run and mark the boundary line under the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, you will transfer to him all the pa 
pers and other public property in your custody relating to 
the duties of that office. Your obedient servant, 

* JOHN M. CLAYTON 
‘To Joun B. Weiter, Esq.” 

Here is the correct date of the removal, when 
no initial point was established, or the junction of 
the Gila or Colorado ascertained; long before it 
was known Colonel Weller had arrived in Cali- 
fornia, or what he was dome. 

Now, Mr. President, | must ask the indulgence 
of the Senate while I present a few comments upon 
this extraordinary letter to Colonel Weller, dis- 
missing him from the public service. It is written 
in reply to a letter from Colonel Weller, dated 
Panama, March 20, 1849. The first complaint is, 
that he had failed to furnish a list of the persons 
Colon | W é ller 3 
letter of the 20th of March explains this most sat- 
isfactorily. ‘These employees had not reached Pan- 
ama. Some were at Gorgona, and others had not 
at that date left the United States. Mr. Gray, 
the surveyor, and several of the employees, left 
New Orleans on the 2Ist of March, and arried 
at Panama about the Ist of April. Colonel Wel- 
ler states the fact in his letter, and I know ct to be 
true, for | accompanied them from New Orleans 
to Panama. 

Again: he is charged with not rendering his ae- 
counts for the quarter ending on the 8ist of March, 
and this in reply to a letter dated the 20th of 
March, the last received from Colonel Weller, 
and the only one up to that date he had an oppor- 
tunity of transmitting to the Department. Was 
there ever a more infamous attempt to trump up 


employed on the commission. 


a reason for a premeditated political proscription’? 
It is the most 


marefaced attempt at imposition I 
hav e ever seen. 


If the Secretary of State had not 
exhibited such hot haste to apply the political guil- 
lotine he would have been deprived’of all excuse 
or apology, by alittle delay; for, on the very next 
day after the letter of removal was written, June 
27th, he received a dispatch from Colonel Weller 
making the very return of the names of his em- 
ployees which the Secretary had the day before 
complained of not having received, accompanied 
no doubt by his account and vouchers, which + 
had availved himself of the first opportunity of 
forwarding to the Department. 

Did the Secretary withdraw the letter of removal 
when the reasons assigned for that removal had 
been answered by this dispatch of the 15th of 
May, 1849, and received at the Department on the 
27th of June? Oh, no! but it caused him to indite 
another letter to Colonel Frémont, which I will 
read to the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasutveron, June 28, 1849. 

Sir: Ina letter from this Department, under date of the 
26th instant, you were informed of your appointment as 
commissioner of the United States, under the fifth article of 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. With that letter, one ad- 
dressed to your predecessor was also transmitted; which, 
however, it is deemed advisable you should not deliver or 
forward to him until you are about to enter upon the duties 
of the office. The letter for him which is herewith trane 
mitted you will consider as addressed to yourself, when 
you shall have communicated to him that above referred to. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
J. C. Fremont, Esq. . 


Here is a beautiful specimen of political honesty 
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and fair dealing. A public officer is dismissed act upon it. Butthat wasa dangerous éxperiment. | adjusted by the proper officer! Hoy the Department ex 
from an important and res onsible station, and a Colonel Weller had friends in this body, who were || Pected the commissioner to obtain vouchers, and transmit 
° . > a ; ¢ them to Washington without funds, is to me ineo 5 

letter addressed to him notifying him of the fact, not likely to acquiesce in his removal without || je. pid the Secretary expect that the aa mprehens 

to him but to his successor, with express | asking for the reasons, and the Administration || would be able to have vouchers at all tinfes in hatehoan 

deliver it until the new ap-| knew it could give no reasons which would satisfy { ficient to cover his drafts? Five thousand miles or ‘oie 

itee had kicked his predecess yr out of office the Senate that the removal of so able and faithful ee ee Was It supposed that he coulq 

> ; po Ae : . ; ed en . 1 ; show the Department in advance the precise jayne 

an act of unmanly insult no public officer | an officer was proper. The Administration could || which ne proposed expending the proceeds of his drat . 

: ever before guilty of to another in the history | anticipate nothing but defeat if it eame before the || But paymentis suspended because the draits there exeeedes 

of this country. Well, sir, what became of his | Senate. What was to Mordecai stil] || the vouchers returned some eight thousand dollars! tf my 

Jetter of dismissal? Colonel Frémont first accepted | sat at the king’s gate, and his ministers were mis- Sn gem ae oo does it 

the appointment of Commissioner, but afterwards erable until he could be got rid of. been in the field without a Glas dollar? “Wer have 

declined it, and never entered upon the duties of | was found to undertake the task. It was the Sec- |} missioner to have no funds on hand to meet the tinea, 

the office. According to instructions he kept the retary of the Interior. ‘The Se ‘retary of State was ot the service ? But there is a broad insinuation in the ler 

letter, and Colonel Weller never received it. Whrat | sick and tired of his vain attempts to butcher this simenieas defeat e “Se aectna rae that it is only 

has become of it? I should like to know; certain | official incumbent. He was handed over to more having drawn money ‘since his removal fides ote enn 

it is, it never went into the hands of him to whom | skillful and experienced hands,a man who had a 
it was addressed, and whom it was intended to | mind enough to conceive a plan and vigor enough 
dismiss ignominiously from the public service. to execuie it. He made shoft work of the job, as 

Now, sir, let me remark for a moment upon the | the following letter will show: 
anomalous position in which Colonel Weller was {[Mr. G. here read the letter from Senate docu- 


this had been true, it would have been a dishonorable act: 
placed by the withholding of this letter from him. | ment No. 34. 
‘The news of his removal flew on the wings of the 


but the whole record of the case will show that it is en- 

| tirely destitute of truth. The respect I owe the Depart- 
wind. Jt reached him at San Francisco on the eve 
of his departure for Monterey tosee General Ri- 


} ment will not allow me to characterize the insinuation as 
ley, and get from him, if possible, a sufficient 
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aes eee ert ee 


“om 


not sent 


not to 


uctions | 
be done? 


A gentleman 


pay the employees, or even defray the necessary expen 
| of the commission. 


it deserves, 

“A dratt drawn by me for $10,000 and protested for 
amount of what was called the “civil fund’’ of 
California to enable him to progress with his work 


non-pay ment has been sent back here for collection. That 

This was a summary proceeding. Here was || Sut ¥% negotiated by Colouel Fremont at my tun 

an officer appointed by the President, by and with || for the benefit of the Government. At the time ane 

the advice an@ consent of the Senate, dismissed ||*placed in his hands, I had‘not a doliar with which to 

from the public service during the session of the 

on the boundary survey. The news went with 
him to Monterey, in fact preceded him, for the 
steamship containing the agent with Colonel Fré- 
ment’s commission touched its way to 

San Francisco, and the object of this mission was 


known at Monterey when Colonel Weller landed. 
W hat was the result? General Riley refused to 
cash his drafts upon the Department, and he was 
left totally without means to prosecute his work 
He remuned at Monterey 
until his successor arrived,.to whom he gave a full 
account of his em >arrassments, owing to the ne- 
slect of the Government to supply him with funds. 
He was requested by Colonel Frémont to repair to 
San Diego, and continue in discharge of the du- 
ties of commissioner until he (Frémoat) could as- 
sume his duties, which would be in a short time. 
In the mean time, Colonel Frémont agreed to ne- 
gotiate Colonel Weller’s drafts at San Francisco for 
$10,000, to meet the pressing wants of the commis- 
sion, which he did, but the drafts were protested by 
th@Becretary of State. Colonel Frémontnever went 
to San Diego; Weller was forced to remainand dis- 
charge the duties of commissioner to prevent the dis- 
solution of the commission, which would have re 

sulted in great losstothe Government; his $10,000 
draft went back protested; the bankers who had ne- 
gotiated it seized upon his private funds to indemnify 
themselves; his property was sacrificed, his credit 
destroyed. He was surrounded by faithful friends, 
who, relying on his honor, had followed him to 
that distant land, and remained with him in the 
faithful discharge of their duty, amidst temptations 
that none others resisted, and privations that few 
encountered even in that land of adventure, to 
whom the Government was largely indebted, and 
they were suffering for want of their pay. Amidst 
these difficulties he was faithful to his Government, 
although abandoned by those who had charge of 
its administration. While every effort was made 
to dis¢erace him; dismissed from office but not re- 
lheved; vilified in the Administration presses as a 
defaulter, and every species of calumny circulated 
avainst him, he went on without money, and al- 
most without bread, and closed the important 
work of establishing the boundary from the Pa- 
cific ocean to the Colorado river. Sir, in the his- 
tory of this Government no man ever performed 
more important services with such limited means, 
and surrounded by so many difficulties, all of 
which are to be attributed to the faithlessness of 
those who had charge of the Government. 

Now, sir, I come to another chapter in the his- | 
tory of this business that is quite as unique as those 
I have been commenting upon. 

Colonel Frémont first accepted and then declined 
the anpointment of commissioner without inform- | 
ine Colonel Weller officially that he was appointed, 
or de‘ivering to him the letter addressed to him, 
noufying him of his dismissal. The knowledge of | 
these facts reached here about a year ago, when“ 
Concress was in session. ‘The Administration, in | 
dismav, found Colonel Weller still in office, and 
Co i What was Ac- 


cor 


there on 


on the boundary. 


to be done ; 


ress iN Session. 


‘ 
ding to my understanding of duty there was 
but one course to pursue to remove him, und that 


was to nominate his*successer and let 


the Senate | 


Senate, not oy without consulting that body 
but, In my Opinion, in violation of its* rights as a 
portion of the appointing power. If there has 
ever been a similar exercise of power by the head 
of an Executive Department in the history of this 
Government lam not aware But 
ject was accomplished. Persecuted with unre- 
lenting fury from the time the Administration 
came into power, his drafis protested, although 


of it. the ob- 


drawn in strict accordance with his instructions, 
and to enable him to discharge his duty to his 
Government; surrounded by friends who had 
faithfully discharged their duty to the Govern- 
ment which had refused the means to pay them 
for their services; hunted down by the Adminis- 
tration press, and published everywhere as a de- 
faulter, although the Government was indebted to 
him and his associates thousands of dollars, this 
eallant man, who had faced with chivalric valor 
the enemies of his country, af never turned his 
back upon a foe, retired in disgust from this igno- 
ble contest, and obeyed an order issued in viola- 
tion of the rights and privileges of the Senate. But 
I will let him tell his own story in reply to this 
order, which he does in the following manner: 

March 1, 1850. 


San Dieco, (CAL...) 


“Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your communication of the 19th of December last, inform- 
ing me that my services as commissioner upon the bound 
ary survey were no longer required. As soon as Major 
Emory arrives, to whom [ am directed to turn over books, 
papers, &c., it will give me very great pleasure to with 
draw trom the commission, especially since its business 
has been transferred to ‘ the Departinent of the Interior.’ 


* The letter to which you allude, from the Secretary of 


State, under date of the 26th of June, has never been re- 
ceived. Diligent search has been made for itin the post 
office here, but it cannot be found. It may have been di 


rected in the same way his communication of the 15th of 


March was directed, (‘San Diego, Mexico,’) and if so, its 
tailure to reach me is easily accounted for. A little knowl 
edge of the geography of a country oftentimes facilitates 
the transmission of letters. 

* It is unfortunate for me, although fortunate for the Gov- 
ernment, that that letter was not received; unfortunate, 
because its receipt would have justified me in withdrawing 
from the commission at once, and engaging in business 
more agreeable, and much more profitable than the public 
employ. Besides, | would not have made myself liable to 
suits for damages upon protested dratts. It is fortunate for 
the Government, because its reception would have neces- 
sarily disbanded the commission, and suspended the work 
for anindefinite period. ‘The Mexican Commissioner could 
hardly have been expected to remain in the field until it 
suited the convenience of our Government to provide the 
necessary funds to prosecute the work. In this event, in- 
stead of completing the line from the Pacific ocean to the 
mouth of the Gila river, (except placing monuments at the 
place agreed upon,) as is now the case, the commission 
would have been broken up, and compelled to reorganize 
and reassemble at San Diego at some future day. This 
would have subjected the Government to an additional ex- 
pense of at least fifty thousand dollurs. So that, whilst the 
failure of that letter to reach its destination may, as it al- 
ready has, inflicted injury upon me individualiy, the Gov- 
ernment has profited very mach. ‘This portion of the work, 
which has always been regarded the most difficult and most 
important, is néw nearly quite finished, and the joint com- 
sion adjourned on the 16th ultimo, to meet at El Paso, in 
the State of Chihuahua, on the first Monday of November 
next. All this has been accomplished in despite of the pe- 
culiar situation of affairs in this country, and the embar- 
rassments which the Department has seen proper to throw 
in our way. 

“In December last, I received from the clerk and dis 
bursing officer of the commission, who had been sent to 
Washington under my orders, a copy of 4 letter addressed 
to him by the Secretary of State under date July 20th, in 
forming him that my drafts on the Treasury could not be 
paid until vouchers for the whole amount received were 


} servant, 





| charged their duties. 
| are now in that distant land without means to en- 
| able them to get home, while the Government is 
| largely indebted to them. 





| his removal? 


Without the proceeds of that dra‘. 


| the work would have been suspended, the American com 


missioner driven from the field, and the employees left at 
San Diego without the means to subsist or get away. And 
now, whilst the Government holds my vouchers for nearly if 
not the whole amouut of the appropriation, exclusive of my 
compensation, &c., | am left to answer whatsoever damages 
the holders of that and other drafts may obtain against me! 
Lam not only deprived of my compensation for services 


| rendered, ata great pecuniary sacrifice, but my private funds 


have been seized to cover protested drafts, the proceeds of 
which have gone to the benefit of the Government. 
* Other parties have been sent into California upon public 


| service; and | challerfee comparison between their labors, 


their expenses, and those of the boundary commission. 
Whilst public business has been suspended, and all classes 
wildly excited by the rich mineral discoveries of this coun 
try, the boundary survey has been steadily prosecuted. Not 
an employee, whether engineer or servant, deserted, nor did 


| any of them ask for discharges until reliable information 


reached this country that a new commissioner was to be ap 


| pointed. 


**T had selected men upon whose personal pledge of honor 
I could rely, and they did not deceive me. There was 
searcely a man upon the commission who could not have 
obtained from private individuals three times as much as 
was allowed them. Let the wages given these men be 


| compared with the wages allowed for similar services in 
| . 

this country, and [ trust the Department will be satisfied thar 
| the charge of extravagance which it has countenanced is 


without the shadow of truth. 

*“<T must again invoke most earnestly the attention of the 
Department to the satisfaction of the just demands against 
the commission. Injustice should not be done to the em 
ployees merely to gratify the prejudice which may be en 
tertained against the employer. For myself, [am content 
to await the action of Congress, confident that that branch 


| of the Government will in the end do me justice. 


** Lhave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
JOHN B. WELLER. 
“Hon. Tuomas Ewine, 


* Sec’y of Department of Interior.”’ 
In conclusion, Mr. President, I will repeat what 
I said the other day, when this subject was unex- 
pectedly sprung upon the Senate. Colonel Wel- 


| ler was falsely published as a defaulter; his drafts, 


drawn in strict accordance with the power con- 


| ferred upon him in the instructions of Secretary 
| Buchanan, were protested in violation of duty and 
| good faith, which left him without the means to 
| prosecute the important work intrusted to him; 


yet he faithfully persevered to the end, discharged 


| his duty to his country, and will receive the plau- 


dits of his fellow-citizens. His account has been 
settled by the accounting officers of the Govern- 
ment—not an item rejected, and a_ balance of 
thousands declared to be due to him. Equal honor 
should be awarded to his associates who faith- 
fully stood by him in all of his trials and ably dis- 
Some of these associates 


Some of them have 
borrowed money at enormous rates of interest— 
@n per cent. a month—to bring them home, and 
now appeal to the Government to redress their 
wrongs; and if their appeal is unavailing, will 


| ask relief at our hands, which I hope will be 
| granted. 


Mr. EWING. My attention was called by the 


Senator from Michigan to a declaration made by 


me in reply to his inquiry on Thursday last, that 
if Colonel Weller had been a Whig, with the In- 
formation which we had concerning him and his 
conduct in the commission, I would have endorsed 
I will now, as I think I shall be able 
to do it, having the record before me, endeavor to 


\| satisfy gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber 











